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Minutes of Conference on Hopi Fxtension Area held April 24, 1939. Office
of Commissioner of Indian Affalrs, Washington, D. C.

Present: Peter Nuvansa, Byron P. Adars, Fred Lomayesva.-Samuel Shingoitwa,
Hopl delegates; Seth Wilson, Superintendent, Hopi Agency; John Collier, Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs; and Oliver LaFarge, ex officlo.

The meeting opened at 10:20 A.M,
Interpreters: Ur. Adams and lr. Shingoltwa.

Mr. Nuvamsa: We recall the time the Commissioner was out among us at the
Hopi Reservation, at which time we discussed this area. Now we have come
before you here in the Washington Office, actually showing the map of the
area that the Hopl people desire. The officials here in Washington have re-
quested that a definite map and de”inite statements as to the reasons why
the Hopis clalm this area of land be put before them for consideration.

In talking about this area and the acceptance of the Reorganization
Act, which is an important view from the Government's sidey and on the other
hand, our traditions are of importance to the Hopl people; we coms face to.
face and talk among ourselves in considering the area that the Hopis claim.

To explain further, the acceptance of the Reorganization Act and the
Hopi traditional beliefs, as well as the ceremonials, seem to parallel each
other because this immense area is deeply embedded in the hearts of our
people due to its connection with ceremony and we feel justified in asking
for this area for our psople as both the act of 1934 and our own tribe be-
lieves to be equal in authority.

If there is anything that we speak about that is misunderstood by Mr.
Collier, I wish that he would ask us t.ie question that we may explain and
understand thoroughly from both sides at any time.

As I have stated, $his area shown on the map is the original area that
the Hoplis in the past have revived year after year in exercising their cere-
monies which involve their traditions.

And now this area, which we originally believe is our area, through
our ceremonies, and now that we have come to a new day in which we put in
owr deepest thought as to the reason why this area has been tsken away from
the Hopl people through wha} reasons which are puzzling to us.

s R)

Every year we hold an annual cercaonial which takes in our claim which,

is outlined by the outside circle.

Ur. Collier: You mean the area bounded by Rainbow Bridge and Colorado River
on the south and east, below Winslow and almost to Gallup on the west and
north.
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Mr. Nuvamsa?: That is the sacred area. We have taken into consideration
how we might live after the settlement of this area, how we may obtain our
timber, salt, and game in this area. Inside this area 1s a shrine to be of
main purpose to the Hopl peoplo.

Mr. Adams: The point he is bringirg out is the fact that he built substan-
tial homos and that the ruins or fralls of those homes are still intact and
‘when ho settled in his present area there was no intention of moving any-
vhore else but that they still claim this large areca which 1s necded to
provide timbor, game and salt.

Mr. Collier: Does he mean they once occupled this big area to the exclu-
sion of any other people — no whites?

Mr, Adamst Yes sir.

Mr. Nuvamsat Therefore, the Hopis feel that they have a right to this area
as shown on the map because they still have in their hearts that they have
controlled this area and as stated, it involves in their ceremonies. If the
Government would recognize this area for the Hopl people and set up regu~
lations as to how it should be governed, then it would be up to the Govern—
ment to protect us. .

Mr. Collier: I am not sure that I understand now what he is saying. He is
not saying that he wants the Navajo and the whites put out of the country .
but he wants it recognized as being fundamentally, historically, Hopl coun—
try and he wants us to establish regulations that protect the Hopis in their
access to timber, salt and shrines.

Ur. Muvamsa® I am speaking from prophecy handed to our people far back be-~
fore this area was settled and that told us that a time may come when other
reople may come into this area and if at that time people had settled or

proved themselves undesirable —~ fighters, thieves or robbers -~ then we were

to make laws or regulations whereby those people were to be taken out of the

area and not be permitt{ed to make permanent homes. This time has come to
pass and the people who:have proved themselves against which we were warned
seems to be the Navajo. .,

But we were also told that when this trouble comes up that thers was a
party vho would come to our rescue and this also has come to light in the
fact that we have the Government over us to protect the interssts of our
people. When the matter of our present claims is taken in hand by the Gov-
ernment, then it wlll be ap to that Government to take care of the unde-
sirables and thereby give us a little peace on our reservation: peace that
will be.to all peoples who are not of a bad reputation and are willing to
live in harmony in the area and as stated before there has been only one
group of people who have proved themselves very tndesirable and they, being
‘the wards of the Government like ourselves, we cannot understand why our
Government today seems to give more help and assistance in every way to the
Navajo to the neglect and detriment of our own Hopi Tribe.

—— e ——-
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Since this area has been designated by the Hopl people as a whole and
presented before you, we wish that every consideration would be taken by
you and we ask your honest oplnion as to the area designated by the Hopis -
and we wish that you would give it your deepest thought and not just look
at 1t, not even considering it as a malter of importancs. . '

lr. Colliert Does the tribe want me to give an answer now or does it want
me to wait until this record is made up and then give an answer?

Ir. Nuvamsa?! The tribe would wish to know what the answer is to this area
at this time because that is the desive of the people.

Mr. Collier: Of course, I have given a great deal of thought to this matter
in the past. I do not dispute anythirz you have said about the traditions

of the Hopis for the area they claim to have occupied as their own. I kmow
that if I went to other tribes that some of them would be claiming a part of
this land through their ancient traditions, but I haven!t gone to these other
tribes and I will tell you why. The Hopis are not the only Indian tribe that
has a sacred tradition about the territory that it has looked upen as its own
through great periods of time. If one went to all of the Indians in the coun-
try in the United States, he would find that one or another of these tribes
have a clear sacred tradition to so much land that taken all together the en-
tire United States would belong to one or another Indian tribe. Not only
they have a clear tradition, but other kinds of evidence would show that at

a date not very long ago every square mile of the United States was claimed
as the exclusive territory of some Indian tribe. He might find that two
tribes or more would claim the same territory, but he would certainly find
that all of the territory was claimed by.at least some tribe and that a very
short time ago, perhaps 200 years, in the history of the Indians. The
Indians have been claiming or holding the land for at least 10,000 years.

The white man has been here only 400 years, a little while. Now, I come
‘down to the present condition. I am talking about ownership or the right

to make exclusive use of lands. Rega:iless of the tradition of the Hopis

and regardless of the facts upon which that tradition rests, if you look at
this vhole area, you find that portions of it were granted 70 years ago to
the railroad, granted by Congress; other portions were granted to homesteaders
upon the public domain sc that along the southern end of this area cities of
white people and bodies of land were cwned by people not Indians -~ white
people. If one goes ocut to the west, he finds that many years ago the Gov—
ernment created a national forest, Kaibab National Forest, that was declared
to belong to the people of the United States under the Government. There:
was also created a national park which included a portion of this east bank
of the Colorado River. Then coming closer to what is in your mind, right

or wrong, the President, 40 or 50 years ago, created the Navajo Reservation
and then in 1928 Congress passed a law that even the President can't alter
what his predecessor has done, only Congress can alter it. Not only that,
but the Attorncy General of the United States ruled that the Navajos had a
title to this Executive Order reservation and the Act of 1928 was construed
as a recognition of the ruling by the Attorney Generals That relates to
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what is called the Navajo-Hopi rescrvetion. Let me make it clear that I
would not have the power, Secretary Icizes would not have the power, Presi-
dent Roosevelt would not have the powver and Congress would not have the
pover to put these white people off - to take away their ovmership. Nor I
would not have the power and, I think, Congress would not have the power
even to put the Navajo off without their consent from these areas, east,
north, south and west. It is beyond their power, right or wrong. These
‘are facts of history that have taken vlace, that have crystallized into
law, into title, into propertye. There would be no way for the Government
to restore to you this area either to your ownership or to your exclusive
use except by appropriating enough money to buy out the white people and

to buy out the Navajos and turn it back to you. It would be an enormous
amount of money, and the Government could only buy them out with their con-
sent. This is not saying that we cannot protect your timber right, your
salt and your shrines. To a large extent we can do that. I am not talking
about that. But I am saying that we have no power to restore to the Hopils
this area contained within this outside line no matter what our desire may
be. The President might want to do it. He would have no power. Congress
might want to do it and Congress should do it by appropriating perhaps
twenty million dollars or thirty millioa dollars, to buy out the white
people and the Navajos. What I am saying to you about your situation could
be sald to most of the Indian tribes. It certainly could be said to every
one of the Pueblos tribes in New lMexico and to many many other tribes.
There are Pueblos tribes in New Mexico which have claims just like yours
and an amount of support that you haven't got, because in the case of two of
these Pueblos were given the exclusive use and later that was taken away
from them and we can't do anything to remedy it. There were still other
tribes which received grants from Spain but they were not patented to the
United States and the ownership has been passed to other people. We are
helpless. I could explain more fully, but I imagine this is enough for
this rocord right now.

I am not discussing the truth, the historical validity of what is
claimed by the tribe. I am simply stating that to do what they ask is be=
yond the power of this Department or of the President and, indeed, beyond
the power of Congress. “But that we cam do whatever may be necessary to
protect the shrines. I think we can do whatever is necessary to give access
to the forests and the salt and anything else of that kind.

Mr. Nuvamsa: It is beyond my understanding, as well as the tribe, how that
anyone could come in and without our knowledge or consent and approval take
the lands for their own which we considered for centuries as our very own.
Our people think that if this has been stolen from us, which it has, that
some steps could be talen to remedy the wrong, that purchases from title
holders ‘could be made by the Government for the Hopis. Of course, there
are many things that we do not understand, the legal part of the situation,
but it seems that where people have been mistreated to a very serious ex-
tent like we have that there should be some way open to us to be satisfied
in regard to the land that we claim.
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‘Ur. Collier: The only answer that I can give to that is one which I gave
3Est for what it is worths As I stated before a great many of the Indian
tribes, most of them, have seen the same thing happen that has happened to |
the Eopis. They had a bigger territory once through one kind of action or
another kind of an actions Much of thet territory was taken away from theme
Either the Government did it or the Goveranment allowed it to be taken. Some-
times there were treaties so that the tribes know what they were doing but,
often those treaties were made by misrepresentation or force by the Govern—
ment. Now, there is a whole cloud of these grievances by Indian tribes await-
ing settlement or clearing up.s There is no institution in the Government at
present that can do anything toward clearing them up. Thils Department had
laid before Congress a bill called "The Indian Claims Commission Bill." That
bill, if it were passed, would create a special court or commission or body,
to whom the tribes, the Hopis for example, could go and present such facts
as they have presented to me. The Commission could then go into the subject
of whether the United States Government had been at fault and had done a,
wrong or injustice and then could recommend to Congress what money should be
paid to make good the wrong or injustice. That bill has not been passed.

It was passed in the Senate, but not in the House. I don't know whether it
1s going to be passed. If it were passed, that court could hear the Hopis
and its findings would have some power with Congress. But that is in the
future. At present the only thing this Department could do would be to make
a recommendation to Congress to vote a sum of money to the Hopis and I don't
think Congress would pay much attention to us. However, if a sum of money
were voted, either by Congress now or by recommendation of the Indian Claims
Commission in the future, it would only be a sum of money. It could not buy
a restoration of those boundaries. That is beyond the power of Congress un-
less it should vote enough money to buy out all that vast territory and I
doubt if the Hopis would want to buy ocui that vast territory because they
don't have any use for it. I would be glad, if the tribe wants it, to ex~
pand this reply, but it 1s the reply that I would have to make no matter how
many words I used.

I wonder if the tribe would like to hear from Mr. LaFarge as to his
thought on this subject. The tribe understands that Mr. LaeFarge has come to
this meeting by invitation as a friend of the Hopi Tribe. He is not an of-
ficial or employee of the Government and he is stating his view entirecly
without obligation to the Indian Office.

Mr., Nuvamsa! Yes, we would like to hear from Mr. LaFargo.

Mr. LeFarge: Ever since I went out to the Hopl country and first heard
about their claim I have been thinking about the tradition of the Hopis in
connection with the things of today, that right now can't be changed. I
think there is no way of telling ourselves that the Navajos can be shifted .
out of all that territory. Before the Navajos were there in the east, there
were Palutes. After them came the Navajos; then finally the white man came.
If T remember the instruction that was given to me by the Hopis, it was this:
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That the time is going to come, not yet, dut it is going to come, when all
kinds of people will live together in friendship. Fow, what Peter (Wuvamsa)
has just said is something that has to happen first. The people who make
trouble, the people who steal and those things must be stopped. As I under-
stand it, what is troubling the Hopis more than anything else is not that
they don't 1like to sece a Navajo over herc or that it mokes them angry to sce
a white man here, dut when they try to go to those places somebody tries to
stop them. Is that right?

Ur. Muvamsaé Yes.

Mr. LaFarge:! The Hopls do not want to push people out of this territory but,
they want this land recognized as their old territory. They want speclal
freedom to go and come. The other thing must walt for the time has not come.
The day will nover come when all Navajos, all Paiutes, all white men will be
pushed off this land. The day will come when the Hopis will be recognized
and the Navajos, Paiutes, Hoplis and white men will all be friendly and will
understand each other.

| .
Mr, Adams® You sald you were instructed by the Hopls in this belief. Who
were those Hopis? )

Mr. LaFarge: I could not say that the whole tribe instructed me. For a long
time I stayed in the different villages and the chiefs discussed this belief
with me. Vhen we wrote the constitution it was insisted by everybody that
nothing might go into the constitution that didnot follow the Hopi path. So
these things came out. It is different in different villages.

Mr., Adams?® Praétically'every village, except Uoencopl, said that they would
live ag friends.

Mr. LaFarge: The statement that they would live as friends was made in some
villages but not in others. There is a difforence. But I think that you
people will now have to report this matter. It is your business to put on
the rocord your claim.

Ur. Collier: In the light’of what we have said so far, what shall we now
discuss? .

lr. Nuvamsa:- As Commissioner Collier has explained, it seems that our claims
are matters which will have no weight, that the Department of the Interior

1s in a powerless situation. But our people are determined not to turn loose
of what they clalm is rightfully theirs because their very lives, in connec-—
tion with thelr religion, hlnges onto that and we feel that we must still
strive on due to this belief.

We have long dolayed bringing this very important matter to the officials
but when we accepted the Reorganization Act, in it we thought we had special
authority and right conferred on us that our claims would be recognized no
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matter vho would suffer by them. If someone has to give it up, all right.
If money has to be appropriated, all right. But it seems in this hearing
that that act does not confer much suthority on us. It just raises a ques-
tion again.

Mr. Adams: Here is the thing Peter requests: As long as the reservation
boundary is not settled, all the Navajc Agency officials be instructed to
tell the Navajos not to make any trouble for the Hopis that go out to gather
their eagless

Ur. Collier: Do the Navajos make trouble for the Hopis now?

- Mr. Adams® Every year many of the Hopis have been forced to go back to the
agoncy for a written pernit.

Mr. Collier: Whoro do thoy go for tho cagles?
Mr, Adams: To practically every direction.
Mr. Collier: What do the Navajos want with the eagles?

Mr. LeFarge: To use in their ceremonies. They are killed in a very pain—
less manner and some of the feathers are used. The Navajos, in my opinion,
need fewer eagles than do the Hopis.

Ur. Collier: What becomes of tho_eagles?v
Mr. LaFarge: They are sacrificed.

Mr, Collier: Is the supply of eagles limited?
Ur. gggggé Yes,

Mr. LaFarget The Navajos have a very large area of thelr own in which the
Hoplg do not hunt., This has been a source of friction for a long time. The
Hoplgs have allowed theinr custom to lapse. The Navajos used not to inter—
fere. The interference hag been recent and I think some of it is onerous—
ness. The Hopis do not clean out all tae eagles in a nest. They leave one
when there are three.

Mr. Colliers 1In trying to work this out, could the Hopls make a deal with
the Navajo Tribe to pay a certaln amount for hunting the eagles exclusively
in this area?

Mr. Adams. I don't think that would work because the Hopis know that the
Tand is theirs and they don't want to pay anything.

Mr. Collier! We will givo the instruction to the superintendent, but it is
& large area and we don't know whether he can control it all or not. We will
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do what we can on this} whatover is in the povier of the Government to do, we
will do. Now, do you want to talk about the question of a usc-arca or other
subjcctg?

" Ur. Adams: I have a few questions I would like to asl concerning this partic-
ular subject. You spoke about the title of the Navajos to the Executive Order
reservations, Since the Attorney General has made that ruling, would there

be any reason why the Hopis could not have a clear title to vhatever might be
his. -

Mr. LaFare?! In other words, when an arca of exclusive Jurisdiction is estab~
lished, will the Hopl get the same clear title?

Ur. Collior: That could be done once a boundary is established. Congress
could then set that up as the Hopl Reservation and title would be in the
Government in behalf of the Hopi Tribe. :

Mr. Adams: But in the present case of the Navajos, these Egpcutive Orders
conferred exclusive title according to the Attorney General.
Mg.:coilier:- Yes, title in the United States for the exclusive use of the
Navajoe That is what we mean by title.

Ur. Adams. This large area which the Hopis are claiming, if it is not recog-
nized by by the Government, it will bo destroying the Hopi's roligion because
tho most sacred and serious coromony of tho Hopls is tho rchearsal of tho
settlement and of thelr claim in connection with the reservation. If it is
true that this outlying boundary is not Hopi, what are these religious cere—
monies going to mean?

Mr. Collier: For comparison, I will state the following® About 2,000 years
ago, the whole land of Palestine, was owned by the Jews. The Jews were con-
quered and largely driven out. Palestine passed into the control of other
people, first to the Romans and then to the Turks, but all of these 2,000
years the Hebrews (Jows) have known that Palestino was their own land ard
have built thoir coremonles and thoir prayers around that fact. Now aftoer
2,000 years a part of Palestine has been restored to them, but not all of it.
Isn't there something comparable to this in the case of the Hopls?

Mr. Adems: In comparing the Hopis and the Jews, you, of course, understand
that the Jew is fulfilling a prophecy which was forethought, that he would

disperse, that he would have no known country, but that in time he would go
back to his own country, which I believe is only a matter of a short time.

Just as much can be sald for the Hopis. We have had intimate contacts with
a number of tribes and have studied their ways and customs and we find that
among the Hopis their religion is far above othors. Years and Years ago vwe
were told prophecies which we are sceing fulfilled.
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Ur. Colliers There is no date fixing the fulfillment of the Hopi's prophecy.
- They have not waited nearly as long as the Jews. There are other Pueblos
wiich have the same situation as the Hopis. I can name one of them — Taos.
The Taos religion and country are identical as the Hopis. It is an area up
in the mountains to which Spain never grve them title. As a matter of fact
Plains Indians were always coming into that area. Then came the title from
tho United States for their claim, but none of their sacred area was included.
Yot their ceremonics were continued and thoy called the arca thoir own.
Though exclusive use was granted on some parts of their claim they do not
have the title and there are still some 3,000 acres which they have not sven
the exclusive use. I would say in general that as a Christian you know that
no religion is ever wholly fulfilled. Certainly the Christian religion is
not. A fulfilled religion would not amount to any more. One of the elements
of religion is that we have faith and hope. The Hopls claimed spiritual,
ownership of that country but their own prophecies told them that other
people would be inside those boundariés. That is part of thelr prophecy. It
i1s our part to work it out in such a way that their liberty of coming and
going will be protected. It can be done without getting titlo to tho land.

Mr. Nuvamsa?! It seems that our- case is not as complicated as that of a na-
tion or a big group of people. Since we are under the Government and a very
small group compared with nations that ve could come to some solution and it
will not be right if we disregard this claim without a permanent title. If
we do not get permanent title it gets us away from our faith and our hope

and it seems that we could reach some definite agreement whereby our definite
rights could be put into writing.

Mr. Collier: I think it can, but only, if the tribe can get a conception
that religious or spiritual ownership is not the samc thing as a white man's
title-

Mr. Adams: The Hopl leads his daily life by his religion. He never steps
‘out of his house and goes anywhere without the belief that he is practicing
his religion and because of that fact e goes to the exterior parts of this
original belief that in the hope the day is coming when he will touch the
four corners of the area. The reason that he 1s not ‘doing that 1s because
in the past it was dangerous and even today it is an effort to get out to
those outlying parts. ‘,

Mr. Nuvamsa: You have made the comparisons in the religion but the things
that actually take place have been changed from time to time. In some in~
stances a thinz has been done and it is geen that it was wrong and the wrong
has been corrected and if it is just; corrections have also been made.

Mr. Collier: I do not think that the tribe should get into their minds that

the situation is peculiar to themselves. The other Pueblos all have the same
kind of religious view of their land as the Hopis. If we were to satisfy the
religious requirements of the Rio Grande Pucblos by giving them tho land that
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is theirs in a religious sense, we would have to give them the entire Rio

" Grande Valley from Albuguerque to Taos. We can't do it. They know we can't
do it. They make a distinction between the land that ‘is theirs as land-
owners and the land that is theirs as s;iritual owmers. It has not destroyed
their religion. It won't destroy the Hopis. 3But what we must do 1s try to
protect the shrines.

Ur. LaFarge: (This part to be considered as optional) I think the point
that these men are trying to make clear to you is that if they do anything .
vhich gives away this claim, which lets it go, then they smash their reli- .
gion. They must retain the claim even though they retain it for the future.
They must not put their hand to anything that would be admitting that their
claim was finished.

Mr. Collier: They don't need to. Any agreement which is made of use-rights
will not be a giving up of this claim.

Ur. Nuvamsa: Do you mean to say that we will never get title to our name in
this area that we claim?

/ .
Mr. Collier: Never, in our lifetime, e.cept by buying it. Never, in any
time that I can foresee. If the Navajos should go on and continue to over—
graze their land until they destroyed it completely and they had to move
somewhere else, they might give it up; or in the far future some other migra-
tion might take place.

Mr. Adamg: Uay I ask a question? Is it the wish of the Indian Department
to outline an area for the eXClusive use of the Hopis outside of the terri- .
tory they arec claiming?

Mr. Collier: We think that there cught to be a fixed and more or less perma-
nent boundary that will stop overgrazinz one way or another. I am not pre-~
pared to say that it should be the existing district 63 probably should be
more, but I am not preparad to say. I suppose the Hopis would like a boundary
fixed.

Ur. Adams? Yes and this<ig‘the boundary that we want.

Mr, Collier: You cannot have a boundary as blg as the 1nside square.

Ur. Adams: It is getting very serious with us. Now you have told us that
even that small yellow outline cannot be given to us. It is useless for us
to talk any further as we can't get everything that we want.

Mr. Collier: You can't get everything that you want. That is' different from
seying that you can't get anything that you want.

Ur. Muvamsa! You have shown us what can be done and what cannot be done.

10
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Mr. Collier: The practical question is whether jour boundary is to be
district 6 or wvhether it can be soinec other boundary containing morc land than
district 6 contains, whicia as you know is not to be settled now bocause it
has to be settled aftoer hecring tho facts from the Navajo side. What wo have
to do is send a competent man out to hear both sides and thsn report back
here to the Secretary of the Interior.

Mr. Nuvamsa: That is the practical way to handle it. It seems like the Hopis
are like sheep in a corral with no outlet. We had becn led to believe that
by the acceptance of the Reorganization Act that we could be heard and our
claims considered. Now we honestly and sincerely believe that our claims are
Just but if we cannot get any protection under the Reorganization Act, it
scoms that the Hopi Tribe will be better off by doing away with it and com-
ing back to his former life. .

Ur. Collier? That is for the Hopls to decide. You have clearly stated that
you were given to understand that by the Reorganization Act you could be
heard to negotiate, to assert your claims and also to protect any property
that is legally yours. I think you are in a stronger position under the act
than if you were not under act; but in the last analysis this is a law that
what 1s called the Hopi-Navajo Reservation set aside by the President for
the Hopis and other Indians resident there so that it is hardly the President
or his agent, the Secretary of the Interior, to determine what part of that
area shall be occupled by the Hopis exclusively and what part by the other
Indians. There 1s no agency outside the Department that has the power to
meke that finding. The Department has the power to make that finding and it
has not made it. The creation of district 6 was not a finding as to what
erea the Hopls should occupy. The Hopis werc not consulted, The making of
the true finding is in the future. It should be made on the basis of the
existing fact of the relative needs of the different groups. It should take .
into account any showing of fact that the Hopis can mske or that the Navajos
can make or any other facts that we can discovers It should teke into ac-
count Just as far as we can any religious or emotional considerations. The
Hopls thomselves decided that they did not want to enter into arbitration
with the Navajos about this matter. Since thoy do not want to enter into
arbitration that compels the Secretary of the Interior to make his own find-
ings and that he will do tut we do not want to do it hastily. We don't want
to make a mistake. As you know we are taking steps now to further strengthen
the Hopl Agency, placing in Mr. Wilson'!s hands Just as many tools and weapons
-as we can so that he cen be an effective attorney for the Hopis. You need
not fear that the Navajo Service or the Soil Conservation Service will be
allowved to settle this matter. It will be settled by the Secretary of the
Interior and you will have your limitless day in the court and you will have
strong advocate in Mr. Wilson.

Mr. Ada.ms: Then, ir. Commissioner. you have positively stated that we will
not get even the whole area of the Executive Order set aside for the Hopis.

1l
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. Mr. Collier: That is my personal guess now. If the examination of the facts
‘reveal that you shonld, thea it will be in the power of the Secretary to give

it to you. I don't thinic the facts will support giving you the whole areca.

It may be that you will get some territory outside the boundaries.

Mr. Adams? I have had special instructions from the First llesa Village re-
garding this land proposition but with the whole explanation from the Com~
missioner I feel it best and safer not to present this matter now but await
the timo whon a Government ropresentative shall come to the reservation on
thls land proposition and then have this matter presented in the light of its
worthe TFor that reason I am not ‘stating the First liesa proposition now.

Mr. Collier: I will certainly send the best man or group of men that I can
find out there. This man or group will also deal with the Uoencopi case.

Mr, Adomg? I think that concludes the boundary business.
Ur. Collier: Are there going to be other matters?
Ur. Adams: Yes, but they can be postponed until tomorrow.

Meeting adjourned.
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Minutes of Conference on Hopi gquestions held April 25, 15939.
Office of Commissioner. of Indian Affairs, Washington, D.C.

Present? Mre. Byron P. Adams, Samuel Shingoitwa, Peter Nuvamsa, Fred
Lomayesva, Hopi delegates; Mre. Seth Wilson, Superintendent, Hopi Agency;
My, John Collier, Cormissioner of Indian Affairs; Mr. Joe McCaskill, Indian
Office official; and Mr. Oliver LaFargse, ex officio.

The meeting opened at 9:45 A.M.

Mr, Adams: The first question we would like to ask you, Mr. Commissioner, is
the legal status of the 1882 Executive Order. Did the Act of 1934 or the
Hopi Constitution and By-laws rullify the Executive Order of 18827

Mr. Collier: Mo, they had no effect on it.

Mr, Adams: Legally, should the Hopis share pro rata in natural resources of
the Zxecutive Crder Reservation whatever it may have been or will be?

My, Collier:s That is an interesting question which I am not prepared to an=-
gwer just nows I will take it up with the Solicitor and will send you his

opinion. j

Mr. Adams: The present Eopl Jjurisdiction kmown as land management district
6 contains about one-half million acres and the Executive Order Resservation
contains about two and one-half million acres. On the prosent allocation
this glvos tho Navajos 5CO acrcs per capita and tho Hopis 165 por capita.

Mr. Collier: The Hopis have a great deal of farm land, but it seems to me
thaat these are questions that you would want to take up with the man who
 comes down there to see you, except, of course, the one question of law.

Mr. Adems: One more question, Mr. Commissioner, concerning the present
Jand~-managenent district 6« It is too small for us. The stock figures were
taken not as actual facts but merely guessed at and they were put down as
17,500 sheep units. As a matter of fact there are 35,000 sheep units.

Mr. Collier: Tas 1’7,SOQ put down as the actual number or the carryirg capa-
city? t.

Mr, Tilson: Tae carryirg capacity.

7

'lﬂ' Collier: They are not the same thing; they cannot be settled here now.

Mr, Adams: Ve would like to have an extension to take care of this 35,000
units instead of 17,500 that the thing was based on.

Mr. Collier: You are talking about the number of sheep you have as against
the awunt rou are allowed. The Nava’os had to rcduce their numbers and
the Hopis may have to. All of this can be brought about more effectively
wher the man comes down there in consvltation with rou.

?\ ‘;
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Mr. Adams: We are much concerned about it.

Let us take the matter of the jwrisdiction of the Hopi Azency. When
you were out there, Mr. Commissioner, it was brought to the attention of the
Indians that the former superintendent did not cooperate or did not seem to
do his very best with the Central Age cy of the Navajo Service. You recom-
mended highly our present superintendent and for his salte as well as for the
welfare of the Indians, the Hopis feel that they must be an entirely sapa-
rate and distinct unit from the Central Agency. :

Mr. Collier: the various construction units such as Roads, Irrigation, et
cetera, are Deing brought under the supervision of the Hopi Agency. It is
necessary that some Navajos come to the Eopl Agency for different matters
under that jurisdiction and the same is true that the Hopis must go to the
Navajo Agency for matters under the Navajo jurisdiction. This is a matter
which you should discuss with the superintendent.

Mre Adams: I feel he will concur in vhat we say.

Mr. Collier: There should be an adjustment between the two superintendents.
There is no general rule that cat be laid down as to complaints.

Mr. Adams: The Hopis feel that the Nrvajos have nothing to do all day and
complain about the least little things.

Mr. Collier (to Mr. Wilson): Are the Navajos taking an undue amount of your
time?

Mr. Wilson: They have been; but we are educating them now to go to their
District Supervisors. , ‘

Mr. Adams: It seems that that will work out itself in time. Nothing would
please the Hopis more than to have two distinct units. The Hopis feel that
the Keams Canyon property is theirs and the school is theirs. You promised
us. that the Keams Canyon school would belong to the Hopis. ' :

Mr. Collier: I never promised the Hopis that thdy would have the Keams Can-
yon Schoole. Any Hopi that wants to enroll his children in tho Keams Canyon
Sghool may do so. ",

Mr. Adams: The desiro of the Hopis is to have a Eopl School at Keams Can-
yone Tiis question is also brought you. Therc are from ton to fifteen boys

of school age that are not attending school. Two are ry nephews. Who is
going to put them there? . .

Mre. McCaskillr The facilities are there; wky are they not in school?
¥r. Adams: I do not know.

Mr. Adans: Sam (Shingoitwa) raises this question. Let us take the matter
of the Navajos. There are 47 day schools atong the Navajcs and many of
these schools are being attended by only three or more pupils and everyone
of thesoc schools have a full set of employeas. Now what 1ls the difference
between closing the Hopi schools and closing the Wavajo schools?

2
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Mr. Collier: There are 1400 children in 47 Nagvajo schools, averaging about
30 children in each school. Most of the schools are not up to their capa-
city yete There are now about 4,000 Navajo children not in any schoole. If
both day and boarding schools were filled to capacity, we would still have
about 2,000 out of school. We are taking the Hopi children into non-reser-
vation schools. There are perhaps 100 or 200 now in non-rescrvation schools.
We are not going to be able to get the money to construct enough schools for
the Navajo for a long time. The Hopis would make an unwise choice in send-
irg all their children to Keams Canyon, putting the Navajo children into

the places at Albuquerque and Santa Fe that they vacate. I think you had
better be satisfied with the present sat—up and not insist on taking property
that you do not need. We can't bring Zeams Canyon up to the excellence of
NaVa,jo, Santz Fe or Phoenixe.

Mr. McCaskill: We don't have the money, the equipment, or the stai.‘f.

Mr. ‘Collier: I have had to put up quite a fight to keep Albuquerque. for
example, oven to Navajos and Hopi children and I think we shou.ld. work out
some way to keep it open to them.

N
Mr. Adams: Cur idea was to educate the children up to the eighth grade and
then send them somewhere else.

Mr. Collier: What you are concerned with, as I understand it, is to get a
self-contained Eopi jJurisdiction, whereby all of your operations will be
within the agency and that is in the process of being done now.

Mr. Adams: It is very embarrassing that when you stic‘z:'up for the Indians
someons is going to charge that you are not cooperating.

Mr. Collier:. I think that the utilization of the Keams Canyon School and
Hospital should continue to be mixed-use, as they should be filled to carry-
ing capacity.

Hr. Adems: All of these matters we had intended to take up with the super-
intendent.

Mr. Collier: TYes, and he 1s 'being‘ba.cked upe

Mr. ,_A_d._a_mg_: In cases of :theritance, we have never gotten anything that
amounted %o much, just personal propaervy, a faw head of shesp, a cow or a
horse or two. There was only one estate which amounted to quite a bit and
that was the estate of Albert Naha, which estate was handled by the Govern-
ment according to thoe inheritance laws of the state. The money was deposited
by the Govermment as individual money. Just recently another man died that
owned quite a lot of property and now we don't fsel that the Indians should
handle it because in the 0ld Hopi custom the uncle was heir and the wife and
children were left out. Justice should be done to the wife and childrom.

'Y
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~Yr. Collier: Does section 2 of the Corstitution exclude the Government from
-d__Gtemin;Lng heirs?

Mr. Wilson: Yes. In one case the fou: councilmen and the four chief's of

The First Mesa made a written reguest to me that the Government handle mat-
ters of inheritance as they had in the past until such time as the village
could set W machinery which would handle it. ;

Note to Mr. Colller: (Get this correspondence and discuss with Solicitor).

Mr. Collier: I think the Government ought to be able to help the tribe or
the village regardless of the constitution, if they request it. I don't see
why tho village can't requost the agency to do ite o

Mr. La]'é,rio: If the village chooses to delegate this authority to the Gov-
ernnent, it is up to that village to decide. That would be my understanding
of thise We wanted each village to hold to the village certaln powers and
the tribal coumecil not to interfere with certain village powers. If the
lawyers would agree the village can request and ask the Government to handle
this matter for it and that would be done directly by that village, if they
can't settle it themselvess The village would agree to the govarnment's
decision in the matter. :

Mr. Collier: Wil the village request the Govermment to settle for 1it?
7111 it accept the sottlement which the government makes? That is certainly
possible. We don't have to go to the lawyers on that.

Mr. Adams: Yes.
Mr, Collier: How much longer are you going to be here?
Mr. Wilson: We wanted to leave tomorrow.

Ur. Collier: I have wanted to get a fuw niinutes for you with the Secretary.
I want him to confirm the fact that you are not surrendering your claims to
the larger areae.

Mr. Shingoitwa: I wa.nt %o go back to the question of the administration of-
the Hopi people. I am representing one of the villages and their desire is
that they want to handle all the affairs through tho Hopi Agency. Would it
be made possible that they could do that until a definite reservation is set
up for the Hopis? We are in a dark spot over there and we do not get any
administration~

Mr. Collier: How could that be worlted out? Could the principal act as a
sub-agent? .

Mr. Wilson: He could if the area was all Hopi, but it is not.
Mr. Shingoitwa: Some temporary set-up ought to be made because of the graz-

Tﬁg rights already established. As far as the farming is concerned they
22ad gsoms development worlk.
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Mr. Wilson: They do not have exclusive right to that area. The Navajos are
using it too. '

Mr, Shingoitwas Yes, for the last five years.
Mr, McCaslkill: There is no clear cut line there?

Mr. Wilson: No, while the Hopls use all the water of one dam, the Navajo
Service has control over it.

Mr. McCaskill: Under thelr land-management supervisors?

Mr. Wilson: TYes.

Mr, La.Fargé: That has always been a very indefinite situation.

Mr. Adems: TWould it be very difficult for the two superintendents, Mr.

Wilson and Mr. Fryer to define a definite area in District 3; that is the
Tuba, areal

Mr. Collier: 1I don't know the facts. They are raising the question as to
whether we could arrange an interim arva. I am inclinod to advise against
doing that because you might find establishment even of a tentative area
would have the effect of Jeopardizing your case later oz. It would be wiser
to wait uwntil we settled this boundary matter.

Mr. Lomagyesva: There scems to be a tend.ency on the part of the Navajos, to
closo in upon the EHopl district 6 when thgy kmow wo havo access; tut thay
seem to be closing in on us to preserve the distant parts for their own use.
Now it seems that the Govermment officials at Window Rock had arbitrarily
made this district 6 without consulting the Hopis in the least and the first
thing we know we werc in that small arca. When we decide we want to go out
and expand we are against a proposition that we had no chance to approve ar
disaprrove and we are told to stay in our own area. We feel that we should
be given the privilege of: a little more area. :

Mre. Collier: That is the job of the man who is goirg out there. Those
boundarles of district 6 can be changed in the light of any facts. There
1s nothing about them that I can changn in ton minutes. All of this and
any other data you may have should be given to the man who comes out theree

drs Adams: TWill the man who comes out there have a.utbority to say yes or no?

ir. Collier: No. He will report to moc and to the Secretary. You dontt
vant a man wvho will have final powere He might not do the best thing for you.

{r. Adoms: One thing we always say is that nobody ever comes out who can
-ive a definite answer.

[r. Collier: I don't think you want that.
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~ Mr. Adams: You have made lmown to us that all these matters will be taken
up by your representative and wo were under the impression that all thess
things could be taken up with you, as head of tho Sarvice.

Mr. Collier: I would have to become intimately acquainted with all the
facts and spend much time on the reservation. This has to be worked out on
the ground by a competent man, then he has to bring his report to me.

Yr, Wilson: The Commissioner mentioned that there is much farming land in
district 6+ Is that the opinion here in Washington?

Mr. Collier: Not a lot of farming land, but some.
-/
Mr, Tilson: There is some, but not much.

Mye LaFasge: You will find, or I will get for you a copy of a special let-
ter wiich I wrote you and Dr. Shevky when I left the Hopl Village. At that

time it was pointed out to me that the Hopis wanted consideration in regard
to this, -

Mr. Adsms: Fred (Lomayesva) has one other question which he has been asked
to take up with you, concerning the hi:h school at Oraibi. The students
there are not uwp to par as compared with other schools.

Yr. McCaskill: What did you have in mind, academic or trade subjocts?

¥ri:Adams: There seams to bo no trades taught thero. It should be on tho
Samo basis as tho noa-roservation schools. .

Ur. McCaskill: I think we are very much concerned as to what should go into
the Oraidl program. '

¥r. Adams: There seems to be a group graduated from this high school, - rang-
ing in age from 17 to 18, that can not talk the English language and have

no trade and cannot compete even with the eighth grade students in the non—
reservation schools. That is what Fred states.

fr. McCaskill: Would it be better to put those courses in there or would
[t ve better to select from the older students those who have some talent™-

wlong thoss lincs and send them to Albuguerque to get the trade studies?

ire Adams: There are two groups of people on the reservation: One group
ould lilze to see thseir children go to other boarding schools off the
'eservation and one group who want their children at home. The group that
ants the children at home, when the children finish high school thay are
ncompetent and inefficient. When a white boy finishes high school he just
as academlc education but if he can afford it, ne puts out money and learns
trade, but we are in a ‘Dad_ way in providing for those who want to take wp
rade and inasmuch as we have a high school, why not make it so that all the
1bjocts can be taught there, trade as well as acadsnic?

!
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Mr. McCaskill: I think we all agree that any student finishing the Oraibi
high school should be able to use the English language. If he can't do 1it,

60471

we_are falling down on the Jjobe

Mr, Wilson: Wouldn't it be better to discuss the peculiar circumstances of
education with Mr. Beatty when he arrives in May?

ir, Collier: Those matters should be “aken up with him at that time.

{r. Shiz_xgoitra,. One question concerniag the land: 1Is it the desire of the
{ndian Departoent that Moencopi will t: included in that area?

15. Collier: TYes, if it can be worked out in such a way that it is practi-
tale

‘T Shingoitwas I askad that because those people are anxious to knmow what
8 ahead. .

re Collier: Tke area mignt be ﬁxa:k:ed. out and the agency would not have

he personnel to take cars of it. They might have to make some cooperative
rrangement with elther tho Soll Conservation Service or the Navajoe

re Wilson: 3But Sam can assure the people at Moorcopl that there will be
smobody to start the work there.

Co Collier: I can't pledge what the area will 'be or even tha.t we will have
l1e personnel that we need to administer ite

te Shinroitwa: Thelr desire is that they be subject to the Hopl adminis-
rations ‘ :

s Collier: We are making adjustments all the time and as far as practi-
ble end feasible we will bring all tho Hopi administration within Ur.
lson's control. Wo know what you want and wo want the samo thing, but'I
n't promise you that we will give it to you in just such a way« The

sirable thing is to give you all that you wa.nt that is good and feasihle
r you.

7

. Ade.ms: I thirk that is all.

Heeting é.d;]ourned.l
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