il
i

Fe
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Phoenix Area Office
Hopi Agency ' : A
Keamsg Canyon, Arizona L
o A15020 37271%

—————

| = 3 Y = am— N
Um 4@3 S tetes. Q;u-c e ol IS PN
=

July 15-30, 1955

/

Bivaag, \"‘\o.\q v Aie W

\ﬁopi Hearings

Minutes of the meetingsheld on the Hopi Reservation during July 15-30, 1955
by a Committee appointed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Mr. Glenn L. Emmons,
to hear the problems of the Hopi people. The Committee was composed of ,

Mr. Thomas M. Reid, Assistant Commissioner, Chairman; Mr. Joe Jennings, Program
Officer and Mr. Graham Holmes, Program Officer. The Phoenix Area Office was
represented by Mr. Harry L. Stevens, Assistant Area Director (Community Services),
and the Hopi Agency by Mr. Clyde W. Pensoneau, Superintendent, both as observers.

| “Stenographers for the hearings were: Mrs., Leora R. Weaver, Mrs., Else W. Kingsley,
Mrs. Helen L. Bremner and Mrs. Adella L. Adams. Meetings were conducted at the _
following villages and on the following dates:
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Hotevilla .......... Friday, July 15, 1955 ..eeueeen... 1-22
Hotevilla .......... Saturday, July 16, 1955 tossecense 23-148
Hotevilla .......... Sunday, July 17, 1955 ceecvcevonea L9-73
- Shungopavy ......... Monday, July 18, 1955 ......,;..,. Th=94
- ShUNGOPAVY eeesoooss Tuesday, July 19, 1955 .evcevceess 95-119
Mishongovi, s¢eeee.s. Wednesday, July 20, 1955 ,eeeveaee 120-142
Sipaulovi s...ese... Thursday, July 21, 1955 seeeeceoes 143-162
Kyakotsmovi- s.eesees Friday, July 22, 1955 seeeeceeevos 163-176
Kyakotsmovi ........ Saturday, July 23, 1955 eeeeveeo.. 177-214
Bacabi ssssecesacces Sunday, JULY 24, 1955 eeeececcecss 215-234.
Hotevilla <eveeceee. Monday, July 25, 1955 eevecocccsss 235-264
Upper Moencopi ..... Tuesday, July 26, 1955 seseeeeeees 265-287
Upper Moencopi  ees.. Wednesday, July'27, 1955 seeececss 288-323
Ficst Mesa eeeesen.. Thursday, July 28, 1955 ..eeeeses. 324-342
First Mesa seeveeess Friday, July 29, 1955 seevevecsess 343-380
Lower Moencopi ..... Saturday, July 30, 1955 .seeececece 381-406
Attachmonts NOs. 1 through 6 weveesessssssseeeenssneessnss 407-412




not only the Indians but the white people all over the world. We are
going to look for the best life and make our lives better., That is
what I have been instructed by my people and the white people. There
is no necessity of having all this murdering, stealing and everything.
Thank you for your kind attention.

David Monongye: Cne of the earliest statements of policy is in the Northwest
Orders of Congress, dated July 13, 1787 states: "The utmost good faith
shall always be observed toward the Indians. Their land sball not be
taken away from them without their consent." I feel they are sincere
men and want to do the right thing, and I am glad they are here today,

_ One of the things we have talked about and objected to is the
highway coming through our Hopi land, because of this road many of our
beople have lost their trees and farms and most of them without the con-
sent and without their knowledge. These trees to us are the very goal
of our life, because it is our food which we put into our bodies so that
we may be well and strong, and we must spend much time taking care of
these things. Yet in order to put this road through, those who are work-
ing on it do not get the consent from the people, but went ahead and
cut many of the trees down. I have protested this matter with other
people, and I want to say again that I do not want this highway to go
_through, because I know what it will do to our life here, 1 have read
many articles of what has taken place in other Indian lands. Many
Indians have allowed highways through their land and lost much of it,
and now their lives have been corrupted. Knowing this, I do not want
this to go through., I want to bring this out because I feel these men
are sincere and want to do the right thing and are willing to listen.
And I want to explain this life plan that this road would destroy.

I want to bring out this Hopi life which is followed since
he first came to Oraibi. It was at Oraibi here the Great Spirit who
gave this life plan to us, and here we established our first village.
Here all these life patterns are being told to the various religious
orders which were established at that time, and all are for the future
of the Hopi people and all those who are with him here. In Oraibi we
obtained this life pattern of the Hopi which has been told until things
took place that cause people to not teach their young people of this
life pattern, andmny of them knowing this failed to pass on down to
their children, but some of us would obtain these life patterns from
our forefathers and have remembered them and are striving to keep within
this life pattern of the Hopi which life is for all of us, : ‘

(Illustrates with a map or drawing of the Life Plan)
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