nearly three decades the government was CONSIANUY 1N LUIHHO1 Detaus
of the struggle by Antonio Lépez de Santa Anna to impose his despotic
rule. In Sonora the reaction to santanismo produced a bloody civil war
which was fought against the background of continuing Apache terror.
Even after the war with the United States, the Indians continued
to raid Sonoran settlements, although in the 18505 Apache enmity
vmmu: mzm:.:m from the Mexicans to the s&mram&-m%s:nm:m >:m_o.
Americans.

Because of the Apache raids, Sonora was regarded in the more
populous areas of Mexico as a kind of “Siberia.” Nonetheless, through-
out most of the nineteenth century, immigration doubtless would have
occurred, despite the aridity of a large part of the state, except for the
incursions of the Apaches. But the evident weakness of state and local
officials, coupled with the disinterestedness of the central government,
served to dissuade would-be settlers. For many years Sonora continued
a remote and little-understood region in the Mexican northwest.

~.

VIZCARRA’S NAVAJO CAMPAIGN

OF 1823

by
DAVID M. BRUGGE*

Mr. Brugge has been doing research on Navajo land claims cases as Assistant
Anthropologist for the past six years, and is the author of a number of papers
dealing s:."m the Indians in the Greater Southwest.

Jose AnTonNI1O VizcarRA was considered by the Santa Fe trader,
Josiah Gregg, to be a capable Indian fghter, and the only governor
of New Mexico (1822-1825) during the period of Mexican adminis-
tration who effectively kept the Navajos in check.’ His effectiveness
particularly is apparent from the journal he kept during the summer
of 1823 of a campaign to enforce the terms of a treaty he had made
with the Navajos the previous February.” Written in a small notebook,
it is a day-by-day record of the movements and events of the main
force under Vizcarra, supplemented by a report by Colonel Francisco

*The author wishes to express his appreciation to the many Navajos who have helped him
learn something of the geography of the western Navajo country, especially to Mr. Maxwell
Yazzie, Mr. Bernadine Whitegoat, and Hastiin Keshkoli Begay Adakai. Thanks are also
due to Dr. Myra Ellen Jenkins of the New Mexico State Records Center and Archives,
Santa Fe, who aided greatly in the search for the documents used in this paper, and helped
with reading and translating portions of the documents. The author assumes full responsi-
bility for the final translations, however. Most of the research for this paper was done while
working on the Navajo land claims case, and the Navajo Tribe deserves thanks for making
the work possible. Dr. David DeHarport supplied bibliographic data on the Paiutes.

Josiah Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies (U. of Oklahoma Press, 1954), 198-201. This
edition was edited by Max L. Moorhead.

2Ralph E. Twitchell, Leading Facts of New Mexican History (2 vols., Cedar Rapids, Iowa:
The Torch Press, 1912), I, 26.
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regions north and west of the Hopi towns, and those that did left even
fewer detailed descriptions of their trips. The account by Vizcarra is
the most complete yet located for that area during the first half of the
nineteenth century, one of the more dimly known periods in South-
western history.*

The peaceful relations between the Spaniards and Navajos in New
Mexico that had lasted for over fifty years® were broken in the early
1770s when the Navajos drove the settlers from the lands they had
gradually occupied along the Rio Puerco of the East near Mount Taylor.”
Then, for several years an uneasy peace existed, maintained by the
strong efforts of the leaders on both sides, and broken only by minor
conflicts. In 1804, however, the Spaniards successfully asserted their
claim to the settlement of Cebolleta on the southeast side of Mount
Taylor, in an offensive war made famous by Narbona's invasion of
Canyon de Chelly with troops from Sonora.”

The continuing conflict between the whites and Indians was not
easily resolved. Both the Navajos and the New Mexicans had expanding
economies based on livestock. In both cultural groups there were rich
stockmen, and many would-be stockmen who could become rich by

acquiring livestock, grazing land, and servants to do the herding. The -

conflict over land centered around Mount Taylor and along the Rio
Pucrco ol the East, but would-be stockmen carried the struggle far
beyond these limits by raiding to obtain capital and labor. A further
cause of conflict was the alliances of both groups. The Navajos had

3Vizcarra's journal, with Salazar's report appended, bears no title. It is in files 251-254,
Mexican Archives, New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe., Cited here-
after as NMRC. As the documents in the Mexican Archives section are not fully catalogued,
the file numbers given are temporary.

4The few references to the expedition in English generally are cursory and inaccurate. For
example, sec Albert Pike, P’rose Sketches and Poems, Written in the Western Country
(Boston: Light and Horton, 1834), 147-50.

5Frank D. Reeve, “Navaho-Spunish Diplomacy, 1770-1790,” New Mexico Historical Review,
XXXV (Julv 1960), 200.

81hid., 209-10.
7 Narbona to Chacdn, January 24, 1805, in file 1792, Spanish Archives, NMRC.

Utes and Comanches; the hrst were occasionar eneines vr wic 1vavajus
and the second traditional enemies. The strains caused by these factors,
and possibly others, finally led to a complete breakdown about 1818
in peaceful relations,” and from that time until the Navajos were taken
to Fort Sumner in 1864, there was warfare between the two groups.
The army that Vizcarra set put with from Santa Fe late in June
of 1823 numbered about 1,500 men.”® As his journal indicates, the
governor faced an elusive enemy. The Navajos constantly were retreat-
ing, scattering, and vanishing into hideouts. Two Navajo headmen,
Juanico and Segundo, lost a considerable quantity of livestock, as did
many others who are not mentioned by name. All Navajo stock losses
are not accounted for, however. Vizcarra does account for thirty-two
Indians killed (if the five Paiutes are not included), and thirty cap-
tured.” However, losses to the army are difficult to determine.”
The role of the Hopis and Paiutes in the campaign deserves some
comment. The Hopis appear to have been practicing neutralism in
favor of the Navajos. While long-term interests required that they
maintain good relations with their immediate neighbors, the Navajos,
they did not want war with the large Mexican army camped at their
villages. Although willing to conceal Navajo sheep among their own,
they made no attempt to protect them once they were discovered. On
two occasions the Mexicans employed Hopi guides, but in neither case
did the guides take the troops to the destinations expected. The Hopi

8Reeve, “Navaho-Spanish Diplomacy,” NMHR, XXXV, 218-35.
9S4nchez Vergara to de Allande, July 21, 1818, in file 2736, .m?::mr Archives, NMRC.

10¥Vizcarra to Town Council of Santa Fe, June 17, 1823, in files 241-245a, Mexican Archives,
NMRC. Even though one hundred and fifty men returned to the capital on July 6, the army
numbered over 1,300.

1 Service records of soldiers who took part in the campaign indicate that fifty Navajos were
killed and thirty-six captured. Service records of Sergeant Pedro Sandoval and First Ensign
Don Tomas Martinez, in file 6211, Mexican Archives, NMRC. It is probable that the journal
of the baggage party (which has been lost) would clear up the discrepancy in figures.

12A Mexican soldier was killed by the Navajos at the mouth of Canyon de Chelly on August
8, 1823. See Fray Angelico Chavez, Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe (Washington,
D.C.: Academy of American Franciscan History, 1957), 92. He probably was a member of
the escort for the baggage train.
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