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1124 = REPORTS OF AGENCIES IN ARIZONA. .

.

. MOQUI 'INDIANS,

 Last year the Moquis had very good 6rops', and, froin present indications, fhéy

4 . will have better ones this year, . - . . o
iy The school plant at Keams Canyon is old and the buildings are in bad order.

It would be a waste of money to attempt any repairs here, and I have recom.
mended that a new plant be built about 2 miles below the gresent site. - '
There are two missions among the Moquis; one at the Middle Mesa, with Misses
_~V§atki_ns and Collins.in charge, and the other at Oraibi, with Rev. H. R. Voth in
charge, o - : : . : : »
-« As stated in my last report, the allotmerits of land to Indians on the Moen-kopi
© ~Wash were confirmed by the Department. This was in August, 1897, and all
, Earties concerned, Indians and whites, were duly notified that the lands in dispute
ad been awarded to the Indians, and that the white claimants must refrain from
molesting the Indians. The whites apparently acquiesced, and I thought we
~ should have njo more trouble; but when planting time came last spring one of the
Mormon claimants reasserted his claims to part of the allotted lands and refused
to permit the Indians to plant there. When this was reported to me, I directed
the farmer in district to take possession of the land and to use force, if neces-
sary. In compliance with my orders, e took a force of Indians and planted this
. land." He was then arrested and tried before a Jjustice of the peace and sentenced
.. topay a fine of $300 and to be imprisoned for six months. The case hag been
dppealed and will be disgosegl of next spring. In the meantime the Secretary of
the Interior had been induced to suspend his order approving the allotments and
to send out an inspector to investigatq the whole matter. The result of this inves-
, tixiation'ihas not yet been communicated to me. _ o ‘ '
N inclose the usual statistics and the report of the superintendent of the Navajo
S " boarding school. . -~ - . L ’ ‘ g
) . Very respectfully,

.

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

.

BEPORT'OF SUPERINTENDENT OF NAvVaJoO ScHooLS,
‘ ) . : o ’ . * FORT DEFIANCE, ARIZ., June 30, 1898. ,
= .. MADAM: lls‘gsve the honor to submit the following report of the ‘Navajo boarding school for -
fiscal year : ) ) .
" Attendance.—During the year 54 girls and 131 boys were enrolled. At tho close of the year 50
girls and 108 boys wei'e present. However, as shown by quurberli:eports. most Ejupi 8 wore
..enrolled after the lst of October.. At one time there were over 100 ginners attonding school,
many former pupils not returning. From this statement it will bo easily scen that the.worlk
for em%loiees has been unusually difficult. Few ran away; none during the latter part of the
© ° year. Bul few went home to visit parents, oxcept within the week .fo lowing Christmas and
- occasionally one on a Saturday or Sunday. .
Nearly all girls attending school were small, only three being enrolled over 1¢ years of -age. -
It seems to be agninst the principles of Navajoes to send large girls, partly becaunso gir]s marry
- young and are sold by parents. - . - ) .
. Bohoolroom work.—Great stress has bee Ylaced upon the importance of English speaking,
“Teachers have had directions to make all lessons and rocitations in srome measure language
. lessona. Attention has been given to the fact that learning to read in English does not greatly

.o

theory followed being it one learns to talk he must do 80 by talking. Mechanical solntions,
“involving large numbers, have been discoum:fod, but mnkin% change, actual measurements,
A and proglems within the reach of a little Indian’s nunderstan ing have beon advised. Songs
8 - have been committed to memo‘rey when the words wero sonsoless-things to many puplls, but
v ordinarily other fattors of the infellect besides memory have been npixsu ed to. o .
-, Great progress has undoubtedly bcen made. Witha majority of the school beginners, not- .
- . - knowing how to stand, walk, eat, and to dress themselves well, the progress at firat was slow .
i and discouraging, but the last half of the year rapid advancement was made. .
-4 Industrial work.—The Navajo childrenare the best of workers. This fact has boen attostod tob
T a number of employees and others from other schools-and agencies. Though we have a sma
) * ', garden, probably 4 acres, the boga have been kept busy repairing buildings, cutting and drawing
* wood doing heavr laundry work, and assisting to keep their own building in properorder. The
: magclhlnesh}nhthe aundry were entirely too heavy to be operated by little girls. Wo have an
P ongine whic
H " could ho su pﬁlod,mnch more profitable work could be found for boys outside of tho laundry. A
G * poneral utlility shop is nearly roady for use, whero cach of tho largor boys should Apond part of
. {1 18 timo, a8 thoy take groat Interest in any kind of mochanical work. , 3 B
. In the industrial work for both boys and_girls the practical side has beon kept in viow.
Employees have boen asked to conslder each day’s work a language lesson as well as n practical .
lesgon in useful handicraft. A decided improvement in language, mannors, noatness, and ability

e me the best of little housekeepors, as woll as being s
. - . in doing kitchen and dining-room work. . C : .
S . - - Theearly partof the yoar the sewing; room was moroe like a manufactory than an industrial

: ; schoolrcom.  This evil could not be avolded, as little was on hand wherowith to clotho.children -

ful in ironing, sowing, mending, an

o CONSTANT WiLLiamMs, =y -
Magjor, Seventeenth Infantry, Acting Agent. _

help in learning to speak that lnnguag, only inasmuch as the eye is made.to assist the ear, the - °

Iam credibly informed, neods little ro ring. Jfapparatus for washing by steam

' ‘todo work well has been evident. Tho girls deserve nminl mention in this respect, havinﬁ .
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