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FREDERICK MONSEN OF THE DESERT-
MAN WHO BEGAN EIGHTEEN YEARS A
TO.LIVE AND RECORD THE LIFE OF HO
LAND: BY LOUIS AKIN

HE story of Frederick Monsen—Monsen of ¢
Desert—is the traditional story of the artist. The }
ginning of :it-has all the hardship and disappoin
§ 2nd hope deferred that usually falls to the lot o
g man who has a new and significant thing to say to tl
e world, but who:lacks the pushing, commercial instin
needed to make himself immediately audible. The thing that is wor
hearing is always audible in the end, however, and in this case the tr
tional story is the one with the triumph in it—the triumph of
perseverance, and genius over all obstacles. ' ce

About twenty-five years ago, Frederick Monsen came to this eoun
try from his native. Norway, a. youth equipped with little save a goo
education augmented by some technical artistic training and a in
heritance of like temperament from a notably artistic family. N
paper ‘work—as artist and writer—carried him to the West wit
couple of years, and it was there, in Colorado, that he began the work
which has since developed into a recognized art, of which-he is not on!
the originator but the ablest exponent, the art of portraying by me
of the camera the beauty of a little known part of our country and th
individuality of a picturesque and f ast vanishing race. - He began pho-
tographing Indians while connected with the Geological Survey, and -
the fascination of the work, together with the great possibilities of it
future value both to art and to history, have held him to it ever since.” .

During all these years Mr. Monsen has spent the major part of his
time living as close to the Indians as a white man comfortably may, .
throughout the breadth of that land of enchantment—the Great
Southwest. There, in their most primitive and remote villages, he has:
lived and worked, gaining by his sympathetic. understanding - th
never ending confidence and good-will of the Indians, and so gammg 7
command of material for his work that could never be acquired at;l,
price. This access to the intimate life of the people, combined with
his own skill and artistic judgment, has given Mr. Monsen a col-
lection of pictures not only of great artistic value, but of absolutel
unrivaled significance as historic and ethnological records.
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