Lomakuyvaya, Floyd
2003 Interview of Floyd Lomakuyvaya by T. J. Ferguson and Peter Whiteley at his
workshop in Songoopavi, July 10, 2003.

This notes supplement information documented by Peter Whiteley. Information
about specific photographs entered directly into database. Floyd discussed the brush
windbreaks so prevalent in many of the photos.

Corn is planted with a handful of seeds, and then thinned to 4 or 5 plants per clump.
The circulation of air is needed to make good stalks.

His grandfather taught him how to plant and grow melons. Melons, like beans, are
planted about 3 to 4 inches deep. If its too moist, dry sand is put in the hole to avoid
spoiling. Cans are put around seedlings to protect them. The plants are thinned to 3-4
plants in a clump. When they get three feet long, and white flowers appear, the plants are
trimmed, forcing more growth. This is repeated through the growing season.

Ten to twelve melon seeds are planted in each hole and cans are put around
seedlings to protect them.

Floyd didn’t plant this year because his truck is broken and the foot trails are in
disrepair. They talk about planting in the kiva, and pray for universal life for all the earth.
The Hopi are the caretaker of the earth for the owner.

The people Songoopavi, still plant the chief’s fields, and the task may take two or
three days.
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