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Our meeting on.April¥;O, 1975, started at 10:00, and present
were the Navajo negoéiﬁtbré, the Mediators, and from our side
Harry Kewanamptewa(?itzsthﬁlef Hohahni, Abbott Sekaquaptewa,
. Emory Sekaquaptewa, and John Kennedy. Sam Pete said that the
Navajos had loocked at the EX¥K Hopi proposal, and could not
come up with a countef—propdsal based on gquarter quads. He
said fhat people do ﬁat live in quarter quads, they live in
hogans. = He says, we are going chapter by éhapter to try to
minimize reactions and-resistance. He shen showed us a map
which contained the grazing district boundaries, and then the
chapter boundaries. Then he showed another map which had desig-
nated on it two areas, one in green for the Navajos and one in
red for the Hopis. Each ares contained approximately 77,000
acres, the red area to be designated ffom now on as a Hopi area
as a tentative proposal, had 47 hogans and 26 corrals, and the
green Navajo area had 560 hogans and 198 corrals. On question-
ing, sam Peté said that they had no idea as to the carrying
capacity of the two aréas. I stated that we were concerned
about access, we were concerned about equal quality, but that
we didn't have any specific quarrels with these two areas except
berhaps some areas in the green. Embry élso indicated that we
had no special quarreis except we should have in mind equal -
quality aslwell. I asked him how long it took to carry out ‘this
study and to get-this information, and he said that they started‘{
immediately after our last meeting and got this information -
together. The area represented hére IXXAKNKE as designated as
Hopi is about 5% of the total KHAKXNIXXXHUKHKNAXIY JUA, and it
represents about 1% of the‘people. Sam Pete said that they talked
to William Yellowhati, who was involved in the Coal Mine Mesa
Chapter, and that they were working with his chapter to try to

determine and that there were some other areas up where Lambden,

a Hopi farmer, lived. Wilson Skeets said that they!re planning
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to go to Red Lake and Hard Rock next. People have been asklng

questions. They want to xnow about the funding and whether the

money really w1ll be aVallable. He said that the Navajos figured
that the areas around ﬁhe north end of the JUA will eventually

be Navajo, and that the areas around Hard Rock and Denebto will
probably end up to be 'fiopi. These areas around the Denebeto and :
Hard Rock, he said, have been their number one priority. Abbott
said this is the way i¢ has to be. You have to make this a very
important thing and get out and get the work done. Gorman said,
There has also been some people contacted upw.in the Red Laké area.
Sam Pete said, We were wonderlng about the £50,000 acres to be
acquired by the Navajos because the Coal Mine Mesa people have
been asking where they are going to move if e&hey have to move.
Abbott said then that we were concerned about the time delays
that were involved here, and then we asked for a caucus. We
reconvened at 2:00 p.m., after an_interim meeting with the
Mediators. 2abbott opened the meeting by commenting that he
didn't really have a 1ot to say with respect to the Navajo pro-
posal. He said, We have reviewed §§emap, but the map really pre-
sented just a minimal area, and we have, as a result, grave con-
cerns about the time that is being consumed. The map is not
representative of good progress and BE¥HX we can't possibly com=
plete the negotiations within the time allowed. He said, popu-
lation is only c¢oné question. We have to get to these other
matters, and we just won't have time to do it. There is not
really much point in going on unless the Navajos are really
ready, and up to this point, all. they have been is unprepared.

He said, The method they are following is just going to take

too much time. 'Sam Pete sald, Well, there is a lot of work that

has to go on. He says. We've got to find out about these alternate

. lands and we're looking at some of these right now. Hogpfully,

by the next session, we w1ll know what those will be. Abbott said,
-
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Our talking about itewon“t help you to get the new lands. L Ahd I
pointed out that rea&ly, lands were up to them, andg they should
have started on that 1astiDecember. It's just costing them more
Mmoney by delaying. Sam Pete said, Weil, we're still worried
about this hardship problem. We're worried about the peeple.

I said, We'll never reach an agreement at the rate they're g01ng
We can’ t hegotiate with their chapter houses and with .the people.
It's this committee, the Navajo commlttee that has the powee to
negotiate, and

negotiation we want to negotlate with them. And Sam said,
Well, we need things like range information. And T said, You've
had that since 1964.'3Emery said, We've agreed on the concept of
equal division, and he said We have to draw the line and get it
drawn now., If we don't do that, then really we're not solving
any question, we're not .living up to the commitment. He said, It's
difficult for us to believe that the ) Vavajos are really trying to-
solve the probazm the way they're going about it. Gorman said, -
Well, thisg might snowball You can't tell,. Before, we've just

- been bickering back and forth, and now we've made a good start.v
But we should go slowly., Emory saidqd, Well, we can't do it slowly
and keep faith with the principles that we've made in getting this
job done. And I said that by giving us these two little segments,
we really .couldn't even respond to that because we don't know
@hat the whole Picture is about. Aand Abbott said, Well, that's
what he was saying. He says, There isn't really even anough to
"be able to talk about ¥rom what they ve given us. Sam Pete says,
Well, we're still concerned about trying to avoid the heavily
-populated areas. And I said, Well, why don't you just go ahead
and draw a map the way you want to draw it, and avoid your heavily
bPopulated areas, and let us Rook at it. And then Gorman said, Well,
we've got to go slowly. We can't get this thing done. Abbott

said, Well, you're avoiding the population question unilaterally.

Youtte not involving the Hopis, you're just trying to decide all
F
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that by YOurself. Youtre nét giving the Hopis any kind of a
sizable proposal to talk about. Then I said, Yes, at the rate
we're going, we're going to go up till a yeér from now, and we
;till won't know whatlwe‘re:talking about. It's silly for us to
be negotiating if we know from the start we're not going to redach
a resolution. Gorman says, Well, how many meetings to we have
left, he asked the Medlator. I said, Well, this might be the last
meeting. The Mediator said, We've got six months. Then Gorman
said, Why do you say this might be the last meeting. I said, Well,
.it might be the last ﬁeeting if it is clear to us tha£ we're not
going to reach any conclusién, it's silly for us to go on. Sam
Pete said, Well, there's such a thing as a pattial agreement.
Emory said, Wegll, as far as we're concerned, we're really worried
about the method that they're using, because it doesn't yileld '
any prompt results. The Mediator said, Well, I think we would
like to talk with the Navajos separately. We have talked to
the.aopisp and we think we should talk to the Navajos separately.
fhen we just repeatéd the concern we had that their method of
proceeding won't yield any- ‘method of resolV1ng this problem within
the time allowed. Then we mecessed about a quarter to three. We
reconvened after a two—hoﬁf caucus called by the Havajbs. ‘Sam
Pete opened the_discussion by saying that he and the other members
of his committee had talked over the situation and they remained

very optimistic that the method which they had decided upon would

work. He said that Ehe alternates on their committee are'Coundilmen

on the Joint-Use Area, and they feel important to work with their -
people. He says, There‘is no doubt that we will have to work
closely with all the Navajo people, and the Councilmen have, in
fact, committéd that they would work with their people. He siad,

_ between now and the next meeting, he thought they could come up

with 15 quarter quads that they would be willing to give up to
the Hopis. He said further that the 250,000 acres they saw was
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a joint problem betWeen ‘the two tribes. He said the Naero people
want to know whene thev ‘are going to be moved, and the Nava]os
have to find this;gendi“ He then said, We wish we couldgagreé"on
these red and greeﬁ‘aréas, because 1if we could we wouldﬁhavélﬁﬁe
advantage of livieg in the green area while supporting the reso-
lution of this ovefell problem. He said, If there is concern
about the qqality:of the land in the red area, maybe we should
brin§ in Montgomefy and he can give us a report on it. He siad,
We should schedulé “the next meeting in three to four weeks to |
come up with this"15 guarter guad concept. Gilmer then said'
that wﬁen he ran fer Councilman, he had pledged to resolye fhis
problem in a face-to-face negotiations. He said that he also
committed that he 'would work with the Navajo people in doing it
He said time:is a'big factor. It helps both the ﬂepis and the!
Navjos.‘ It helps the Navjos because, of course, they are out
there, but it helps the Hopis because the more time we take,"the
better the settlement will be. Abbott said, that as he had indi-
the problem is approached,
cated earlier, no matter how plain the problem the Hopis
are still going to get their half. Your acquiring the 250,000
acres is not related to the Hopis getting their half. If yoﬁ

get more or less than 250,000 acres, it still doesn’t affect

 the right of the Hopis to get half. The Mediator said that, as

he enderstood it, getting the 250,000 acressmight speed up the
settlement process; but it wasn't contingent upon getting the
250,000 acres. Abbott repeated that the Hopis don't have any’
250,000 to give, it's up to the Navajos to go find it and get *
it. The Meddator said, Yes, that's true, this is a Navajo prob-
lem. The Hopis woudidn't object to the Mavajos getting the 250,000
acres would they? He-asked that agaih, Would the Hopis objeet

to including the 250 000 acres as a part of the settlement, and

I said, No, if we have a complete settlement, and Emory sald
the same thing. Abbott said, Just as long as it's understood

. ' r
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that 1t s not contlngent. He asked, When are we 901ng to éee
the whole picture, when are you going to make your complete pro-
posal? Sam Pete sald, well, in about six to eight wecks, we think
we could make a proposal of 50% o£ the surface area. Abbott said
that the red and the green is pretty much consistent with what
the Hopis have said, and that it's really too small to comment
on. The Mediator then gaid that the Hopi 15 quarter quads is
just a tentative proposal; and they would expect the Navajos to
make that kind.of a tentative proposal. Sam Pete repeated again
that he wanted to work with his people. Abbott said, Well, some-—
one is going to resist, wherever that line is drawn, and you
can't find a perfect place to draw the tine. Abbott said, You
haven't really given us too much to talk about at thlS point.
‘Sam Pete said, They were still concerned abou their people. We
indicated to them that if they weren't able to move any faster
than they were suggestinq, then we were goina to end up running
,out of time and it didn't really make any sense. Abbott said,

I1f youtre not going to bargain any faster than this, then we
might just as well forget about it right now. Then, Sam Pete
said, Well, our position is firm and .we're not going to change.
Abbott said, Well, I don't see any point in sitting around. I
said, Well, as we see what their position is, it's going do take
~ them six months from December 22 to the time they have a propesal
in our hands which will be sometime anound the middle of .June
according to their time table. I said that that didn't consti- *
tute any kind of good faith bargaining. Abbott said, What should
the Hopis doiwhile youtre figuring out what your propsesal's going
to be. Sam Pete said, Well, you can start coming up with some
criteria on theée 1ife estates. Then Skeet caﬁe ;n and he said,
Look, the next meeting we may be pble to have a 50/50 map, and

a division of these 15 quarter quads. We thought you fhought our

Jdea on the piecemeal way of proceeding was a good way to proced
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We've run into some oid people who said that if I get rid ofi

my iivest&ck, caﬁfi live here? What do we do if a peféén iy

65 in the red aréa‘and”he wants to do that? There arehbne'éﬁ

two families outﬂthere3that have that kind of feeling;TTTheﬁ

he repeatéd that, by the next meeting} maybe we dould come up
with some kind of a 50/50 map. Abbott .said, Piecemeal is not
meant to separate’ these offers by weeks and weeks. It should

be done on a day-to-day basis. Pié&emeal is ok if it's fast
enough. . He-said, Taking the lines to your people first is not

a good way.to proceed. You should show the Hopis the lines.
.first, because we might have the same objections as your own
peoble have. Then Skeet wenttto the board and he dreW'but a”’
diagram on the board which shdwed a line going across the top
from the West about 1/4 quad from the top about two-third of

the way to the east of the JUA and then straight down to the
south line. He tried to explain further that his concept that
the piecemeal divisioﬁ, and Abbott said, Still, if we do it in
piecemeal fashion, we can't use it to cause delay. Skeets said,
Well, what we're saying is, we will give you two maps in three

to four weeks. One will show 70% of a division, in other words,
15 quarter.quads,fand the ohher will show the 50/50 split.

Abbott said, Well, we should find out the answers to these things
at the same time as the Navajos once you take it to your people.
Emory said, It's significant that you're now talking about §iving
us a 50/50 map, because up to this pamnt, we haven't seen that
and we think that's important in oxder to show good faith. Then
Gilmer said, What are you talking about in term&sof considerations
as far as the land? I said, Well, we're concerned about the

land quélity, we're concerned about continuity, we're concerned

about where the people are located--the Hopi people and where

the Navajo people are. I then said, It's also very important to

us, although it's not.in the Bill, of where the land is in rela-
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tion to the vaiious mesas. In other words, the people.oﬁ'First
Mesa want land that's close by, same thing with the ;thet mesas.
Emory said, If we have a line and it shows a 50/50 divisﬁoh, the
concept will he;p the people prepare for the fact fhat there's
going to be aj50/50 divisién., That's really the best way’ to
get the peeplé-ﬁrepared is to begin 'with a line. IE also shows
that there isrgbod faith. Abbott said that as far as the land
is concerned, We're'aoncerned about agriculture, redfeétion,
grazing, a lot of different things. I said, Well, I think we
need to caucus to discuss whether Welden Skeets' suggestibn of
coming ﬁp with these two proposals is worthwhile. Then tﬂe
Mediator.made‘another suggestion. He said, What if by the
next meeting each side come up with about 19 quarter quads that
would go Navajo and 19 quar%er quads that would go Hopi and
theﬁ we would keep about 20% in reserve that didn't mean quite
as much. I said, Well, I think we like Wilson Skeets' proposal
better, but we still need to talk it over as a committee. Then
we adjourned, it was about 6:30 p.m. We reconvened at 9:15 on
A§r11 11. The‘Hopi‘teém consisted of Abbott, Emory, Stanley,
Logan, and Myself. The Navajo team was the same. Abbott
commencedrby pointing out what we're doing with some of our
proposals is merely meant to be tentative.a As a result, we
don't need as much time as was originally suggested to complete
these proposals: Therefore, we should reconvene before the end
of the month to keep up the momentum. I said, that as faf és
we were concerned, we understood that when we met again that.

15 quarter
the Navajos were going to present 50 quarter quads which were
reasonably sure of, plus a tentative 50/50 line and this would
be done by the end of the month. And this is what our committee

wanted to see have happen. Sam Pete asked a question about

whether they could combine quarter quads, and we said Yes, they

could combine partial quarter quads to make a whole quarter quad.
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.Sam Pete also séid thag they plan to continue working witﬁf%heir
people, that they needed to identify where this 250,000 actres
would be. He said that hf the Hopis were in the Navajos shoes,
they would be ;sklng the same question. Abbott responéed'by
saying that the Hopis can't take the initiative on the 250:000
acres. The Hopis can't do anything tb expedite it. All we can
say is that the HOplS support your efforts, and your general '
counsel's office ought to be working on it. Sam Pete said, We
have to talk about other factors; for example, theﬂsoil. We
should taik to Montgomery. The house-to-house survey is upreli—'
able. XHHHXKX Many call-backs are going to be required. He
said, The Mediator should put more pressure on the Flagstaff
office to get them to work better. He said, There is also some
new information available sinée the 1973 soil survey. I siid,
the Navajos should feel free to talk to the Joint-Use Area

Field Office, just as we feel free, and also that each side:
should feel free to hire their own experts if they need addi-
tional informatioh. The Mediator talked about the visits to':
the Reservation and said that, as far as their visits to thé
Reservation; they didn't want to interfere with the Committee's
work. It wasn't necessary absolutely for the Committee to have
people available to go with them, but that waé up ﬁo us. They
saia they were open to our suggestions and available any time
and we said that the Hopis have equipment and would make that
available to them, and the BIA the same. Sam Pete said that

the Navajo Area Office has a helicopter and would make that
available also. The Mediator then said that they would come

to the Navajo Reservation on April 21 and 22 and to the Hopis

on the 23 and 34th. Then we talked about our next meeting,

and we agreed-that it would start on the 30th of April and

would go the first and second of May and would be helg in

Albuquerque, possibly in the Four Seasons Hotel. Then we
R . . - ) . o : .
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adjourﬁed for a'@ew moments and they're contaoting Mbntgohery
to join us. The partles reconvened with the full commlttees
present in add;tlon to Roy Harmon and Lynn Montgomery alss’
in attendance.j!Sam Pete said, We had quastions in a-Cohpﬁe
of matters. Flrst of all, concernlnq the two areas that they
have proposed, they were concerned about what kind of infér-
mation was aVallable. Monggomery said that they had computer
information on the 1963 range material right now, and'tﬁaf.
it would-take approximately 6 weeks from the time we first’
.met befofe the 73 update would be available, that is, aboat-
two weeks from"today. They can.provide potential sheep uoits
year lonq by quarter quad right now, according to the 1963

' actual for the 1963
survey, and they can also provide the potential for " and
the potential right now. Ruzzo then asked, €an you analyze
by grazing and agrlculture, and Montgomery said that they can
glve grazing information but not farming information. Sam Pete-
asked, How else do gou evaluate land qualities? Montgomefy
said, Agricultural productions. We need an appraisal if you
really want more. The Medadtor then talked about .the 8964 °
range survey which showed the grazing areas, and asked us ‘if
information could be provided on the basis of dividing an ¥
area in half. Montgomery said it could be done, but it woudl
have to be done manually. Sam Pete said, Whht can you tell’ us
about poteptial?: Montgomery said, We have 1963 figures, 1973
figures, and poﬁential figures which are not based upon any
cuarent, but on what the eco-system of the soil can set up.
The 1973 figure shows approximately the current conditioh X%
and they have done some updating now, but it hasn't been®®Kx
completed yet. The potential oarrying capacity is available
rightlnow, he repreated. Sam Pete said, We werevconcerned

about water development. The Federal Government is to do some

work with $10 million, and the Jdavajos want both tribes in-
S 3 AR , _
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volved in subieurface development. Montgomery said;?I think
some surface rlghts as ‘set forth in the Act lnclude the water.

- Sam Pete sald, We ‘want a Navajo/Hopi Water Development Authorlty.
Ruzzo asked 1f the Joint-Use Area Field Office has money‘to help’

. : to get
the Navajos get their 250,000 acrews. In other words, they

technlcal assistance to select the iand. Montgomery said, No.
It s just a matter of setting prlorltles. Gorman .said; How

will you go about rehabilitating the land? Montgomery said,
Fence, reseed, and brush control. Have to control grazan,
water development, wells and springs, bauld also be‘needed.
Ruzzo said, Do you have any time table on this? .Monfgomery
said, Five years. We will work by watershed areas, and we

wéll be planning between now and July. No funds are actually
available to do any work other than planning in that period.
Ruzzo then asked, Then will it take a oouple of years before
you.will do anything? Montgomery said, Well, we have some
sagebrush control and we can treat maybe 1,000 acres. We'll

do more later. Abbott said, We did not have any questions

from the Hopi 31de, and we were not necessaryly in agreement
with some of the plans that the Government had. Skeets‘then
“asked if the Joint-Use Area Field Office would assist both
tribes in defermining the availability of underground water.

We need technical information and assistance to share the water.
Montgomery said that the Bureau had a contract with a Tuoson
rfirm and that this information would be available to the pqople
as soon as it was completed, in fact, inﬁormation for the north-
west area of the JUA was now available and full information on
all areas would be available by September. The southeast and
southwest quarters would be available by the end of June. Mr.
Gorman said that we were concerned about the runoff and what

was being dome to check the runoff? Montgomery said, Our restor-
ation plans include the development of livestock, water, end also

e
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some ﬁkmxmxxxmﬁxxﬁxx erosion control. Skeet asked if he”had
some priorities as to how the restoration will be cémﬁieﬁéd.
Montgomery said, Right now, it's been following thg,féhéiﬁg
rights. Fencing of the JUA is to be completed in October 'and
District 6 is%fo be completed in December. The Navajoé*e0i~
dently, according to Montgomery, have retained the firm éf
Morrison, Mariiee, which is studying the Navajo ResérQation
evidently are making R
for minerals. And they eviently are making a study of the JUA.
Skeet séid, Suppose we agree on land division. Will the Tribe
be involved in planning on the' restoration? Montgoﬁéry éaid,
the plaﬁning up to this point had been based on joint use, and
if a line would be drawq, then we would have to decide on' 'who
would do what. Skeet asked, Well if we draw a line, wiii'the.
money for restoratibn still be available? The Medigtorkééid
that it would be. Skeet said, Whht_about'a request for féloca—
tion money? Who is.pushing this? Montgomery said, The Reloca-
tion Commission has this respnmsibility. He said that the JUA
Field Office has been increasing the number of peopie wérking
on the XHX¥H house-to-house survey project, but that's all they've
done. Then after a recess and reconvention, the Mediator asked
if we had any furthér gquestions concerning the matters brought
- up by the Joint Committee. The only questions that were asked
related to getting the money, and the Mediator indicated that
e would try to gét things moving if he could. Sam Pete said
that the house count was going too slowly and he said that
there should be a push by the Mediator on our request for téch-
nical aésistanca funds. The Mediator said he would follow up
on that. Abbott said, We shouldn't get locked on just one thing
with respect to this money available for the restoration. We
wanted to talk to the Mediatormprivately about that. ZFKBX I
saia, The BIA ought to be able to send somebody on loan from

someplace, and suggest that they contact Martin Seneca or some-
Co. ; .. o .- L. i _ w
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body from the &fficéﬁthey trust respongibilities, to.help Qut.
We asked the Mgdiator if he knew who had repiaced Brad Patterson,
and he said he’didn't know. We asked the Mediator if hé knew
the Commission had been appointed, and he said he didn't kﬁow,
but that he would %ollow up on that. He didn't thiﬁk the
Commission (Relocatlon Commission) had been app01nted The
Mediator said further that he would do averything he could to
get money available as soon as possible and that we would Kave
to move fast to get these supplemental funds. We then turied
to the qﬁestion'of a press release. I read the draft that we
had prepared, and then Sam Pete said, Well, we don't think we
want any press releases. It just causes problems, and we dont'
want to just cause more problems. I sajid, Well, maybe we could
go along with that if we could get this other s£atement that

we did np on tﬁé correction. Sam Pete says, No, that~he aid

not want to draw any attention to that old mistake, and that

‘they had changéed their mind about the correction. At that

point, we got rather upset about the situation and told thém-
that was not what our agreement was and that they were welching
on our deal. We digh't feel that was fair. WEXKEMIXUKXEX If we
couldn't work out some correction, then we would have to wokk
it.out ourselves. Abbott said that we can mhkke this' correction
oﬁrselveé; and I said welll have to hold our own press confér-
eﬁce and answer any questions put to us. At that point, the |
Mediator said, Well, let's see if we‘can't work out.something.
Abbott left the room, the mediators prepared a release, and they
read it to us. Basically what the release said, was, it toock
tbeXXXXKKX first part of thdddraft that we had prepared ahd,
changing a word here and there, then took the correctibn and
completely disregarded the correctlon that we agreed upon,

and stated merely that the partles were concerned about the

: | | - -
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inaccuracies k%eports); specifically the one in thé"Gallﬁﬁ'paper
and that no s;éh statements were made and the only authorized
shatements made were, and then just repeat what we had said
before, namelg that' the Navajo hardship question would bé con-
sidered, and £§at‘the Hopis in the near future would be restored
an equal shargTof the surface of thé Jua. At at thét point, we
said we needdd to talk to our Committee about it and we just.

recessed. After reconvention, we discussed the press statement

and said to the Navajos that the Mediator's release jusﬁ isn't

what we agreed to. And we weren't about to start changiﬁg our

agreements. Sam Pete said, Well, he thinks it's the samé“as

‘ earlier.

what we agreed to ExAX&KX. I said, if it's the same, theh why
earlier. ,

not use what we agreed to BHAXIXX Sam Pete said, Well, we

think we're going to use wﬁat the Mediators have dfaftea;ahd

not what we had drafted before. Emory said, This is an impor-
tant question, and the parties agreed to something'at the outset
and we have relied on that and we have been moving into these
negotiations ¥KX¥K under the assumption that this is what we
were géing to do. Mary Lou asked if she could make a statement,
and saidtthat she thoﬁght these press statements just hurt the
parties; and Emory said, Well, that's right, and we agréed that
we don't have to have a statement. Sam Pete said, Well, ‘we
don't feel like wé ought to change what the Mediator has{ and

we are not going to go along with what was originally agreed
upon. I said, Well, that's fine. We're just going to go ahead
and hold our press conference then, and we'll just put out -
whatever information is necessary in the press conference and
set the‘record straight, and answer any questions that they want
to ask. Then the Mediator got very concerned. ﬁe didn't Qant
to ﬁave alpress conference. He said, Well, how about if I
modify the statement and include the portion from our statement

that we had originally agreed upon and add that on to the.back

HP011972



P R
Gorpi? g

end of hisg séﬁieméﬁt. Sam Pete Sald, Well, I'm not really

interested in d01ng that. We want to just go whth the way

the Mediator has done it before.. I said, Well, tHat's flhe,

we'll just go ahead and have our press conference. .Ouvaaddator

said, Well, no, I'don't think this is a good idea.“I tﬁlnk I

.am going to request the parties not' to make any stateménts at

all, and I will issue a statement. The statement that I “issue
paragraph

will be the first page of the release Plus the second EARHXEE

~of our agreed‘upon correction, Basically then, what the

Statemeat would read would be as follows: Committees for the

Navajo and Hopi Tribes concluded the second session HHEE of

neéotiations under recent federal law in an effort to tesolve

a long-standing dispute over 1.8 million acres of jaénélyh

owned land in northern Arizona., The current three-day session

held in Tucson followed an earlier four-day session that ended

on March 20. The mediators and both travel committees rispgorted

favorabdte progress. We also recognize that much hard wo¥kK- needs

to Ee done before a findl aQreement can be reached. By agreement,

another session will be scheduled in the very near future. After

the March session, very misleading and inaccurate neirs feﬁorts

appeared,'notably, in an article in the "Gallup Independéit" on

March 27, 1995, Among other inaccuracies in that article,

Mediator Simpkin was quoted with‘no basis for such gquotation,

in a matter contrary to the joint understanding. Partly &s a

result of that experience which had an adverse affect on:negoti-

ations, both commlttees and mediators believe firmly that the

1nterest of the negotiated settlement will be best served by

no further press releaseSnconcernlng the substance of negotiations

unlgss it is subsequently authorized by all interested parties.

Then they would add the part thay we agreed upon, omitting the

first paragraph. The first paragraph that would be omitted said,
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Concerning the article published under the biline ofrBiilﬁbénovan

.and the "Gallup Independent" @n March 27 attrlbutlng certaln

comments
RENUNEHEY to Mediator Simpkin, the Mediator of both trleS "stated

that the artlcle was totally misleading and lnaccurate. Then

the part that would be added says this: Correcting the GGallup
Independent" artlcle, the patties and the Medlator stated, "There
was and is a specific agreement that in the near future, the Hepi
Fribe will be restored its exclusive use and ownership of ‘one-
half of the surface area of the Joint-Use Area. Any implication
that the parties agreed thét the Hopis would recexvwe iess than
their one-half of the land surface area is completely falses
There was also agreement that the tribes would take into dccount
thé persoﬁal accounts of the Navajo people affeeted." Ahdkthat
would be the end of the statement, Sam Pete's comment dn'this
proposal that the Mediator made was that, if we added tﬂe term
"in principai" in otker words that there was and is a speéific
agreement "in principal" that in the near future the Hopis) etc.,
would be restored. That's what his suggestion was, and hé*implied

that if that were in there, they would go along with it. "We

" told the Mediator that we would have to discuss this with our

Committee, and that we would get back to them on their request.
Thén we recessed again, Simpkin said that he planned to release
these articles only to the Hopi and Navajo papers and that they
would be released next week in time for publication, We also
presented our new map showing equal divssdon of the area as aam

alternate to the Steiger line. We further said that the Steiger

. map was still viab&® and that the proposal that we made was only

a tentative proposal.
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