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ECONOMIC LIFE : 61

151

GATHERING GOURDS
Arlo Nuvayouma

MAI[HF 23/7459 II X 14} in.

Gourds are taken to the “‘gourd house,” a lean-to or kisi for drying. Gourds are
seen piled on both sides of the structure. A jug and digging stick are inside; a hoe
is-on the roof. The immaculate farmer wears white pants and carries the gourds in a
cloth bag. He is probably engaged in a ceremonial errand.

152

GATHERING MELONS FOR YAHAHA
Marshall Lomakema
MAI/HF 23/7488 18 X 23 1in.

Yahaha (depicted in # 21), is a game in which women attempt to pry articles
away from the men. Reminded of the game at the time of the 1965 Snake Dance,
the artist depicted a farmer selecting melons from his crop to be used in the play.

153

PranTING THE FIELDS
Melvin Nuvayouma
MAI[HF 23[7462 II X I4} in.

Two men work in one of the desert-like Hopi fields. Using a digging stick or dibble
the first man makes a hole in which to plant the corn kernels while the second fol-
lows with a hoe. A lean-to (k¢sz) is in the background.

154

SPRINKLING THE FIELDS
Marshall Lomakema
MAI[HF 23/7404 18 X 24 in.

A man in farm clothing uses a plant to sprinkle a mixture of water and manure
over the young corn plants; two boys assist in the work. Dog manure is sometimes
saved for this purpose. Rats and rabbits do not like the smell and tend to stay away
from the plants, so each plant must be carefully sprinkled. Stephen (S:407) translates

-makwanta as ‘‘asperger,”’ corroborating the general meaning of the word, here applied

to the sprinkling of crops.
155

WOMEN STORING CORN
Arlo Nuvayouma
MAI/HF 23/7454 - IT X 14} in.

Women arrange a harvest of blue corn in the family storeroom (kaniki). To the
right, a woman in a red dress brings ears in yucca sifting baskets while an older
woman places them neatly in long rows. Melons may be seen piled in another corner
of the room. Corn is life to the Hopi and is regarded as being alive.
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