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REPORT OF THE DEPARTAENT OF THE COLORADO.

Heapquarrers DeparrMENT OF mun Cororapo,
Denver, Qolo., July 81, 1909.
Sir: In compliance with General Orders, No. 89, serics 1901, and
No. 47, series 1902, Headquarters of the Army, I have the honor to
render the annual report of the administention of the Dgpartment of
the Colorndo for the fiseal yoar ended June 30, 1909.
The distribution of troops on June 30, 1909, was ag follows:

Pouts, Commanding oflicer. ‘I'ronps,
Fort Apacho, A¥z.cieeneensa,. Capt, Jumes Longstreet, Elghth Cav- 'I‘rolopo E and H, Bighth Cav-
alry. alry,
Fort Dougins, Utah..., o0 Col.q;n £, Scott, Fifteenth Infantry. .| Fiftoenth Infaniry,
Fort Duaheane, Utak. 22 2. f Capt. G, G. Thalf, Fi(th Cuvalry.... .. Troop B, Flith Gavalry,
Fort Husabues, Arly .. buj. H, T. allen, Eighth Cavaley. ... Tro]opa ¥ and Q, Eiglith Cav.
® .
Fort Logan, Colo......... veresf COL CL A, Willlams, Twonly-Orst In- Hm:f?uumu, band, and Com-
{antey. niws AL B, 0, D, X G, H,
A K‘. L. ¥, Twonty-lme Tu:
antry.
Whipple Barracks, Arlz.......| Capl. G. G. Palmer, Thirtleth Tafan- c:.}m)iul’zy B, Twonty-first In-
5 antry.
Fort Wingete, N. Mex......... Mn?.' W. C. Brown, Third Cavalry....] ’I‘too;a{uml M, Third Cavulry.

Indign scouts.—Fort Apache, 15; Ifort Tuachuen, 6; Fort Wingate,
0; total, 27.

"The movements of troops within the department, or transferred to
and from it during the period covered by this report, are shown in
the following statement :

CIIANGES OF STATION OF THROOPS.

Third Cavalry: Hendquarters, Third Squadron, and Troops I and
M, arrived at Fort Wingate, N. Mex., from Depurtment of Texas,
December 28, 1908. (G. 0., No. 177, W Department, 1908.)

Fifth Cavalry: Headquarters, band, and Troops A, B, C, and D
left Fort Huachuca, Ariz., December 31, 1908, for the Hawaiian
Islands. (G. O., No. 177, War Depurtment, 1908.) Troops Ewmd G
left Fort A[())ache Ariz., November 17, 1908, for Kort Yellowstone,
Wyo. (G. O, No. 177, War Depnartment, 1908.) Troop I (Fort
Apache, Ariz.) left maneuver camp, Ataseadero, Cal,, October 30,
1908, for Fort Yellowstone, Wyo, (G.O., No. 177, War Depurtment,
1908.) Troop H left Fort Wingate, N. Mex.} September 2, 1908, for
Fort Duchesne, Utah. (G. O., No. 119, War epartiment, 1908,)
Troops I and K left Fort Wingate, N. Mex., Jenuary 1, 1909, for the
Hawaiian Islands. (G. O., No. 177, War Depurtment, 1908.) Troop
L left YVhigple Barracks, Ariz., January 1, 1909, for the Hawaiian
Islands. (G. O., No. 177, War Department, 1908.) Troop M left
Fort Duchesne, Utah, September 2, 1008, for Fort Wingate, N, Mex.
(G- O., No. 119, War Department, July 29, 1908), and loft Fort Win.

.
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122 DEPARTMENT OF THE COLORADO.

Field officers unaccustomed to riding, especially heads of staff de-
partments closely confined to office work, do not have sufficient time,
or rather do not take time, to properly fit themselves for a three-
days’ ride such ns ordered, therefore are somewhat handicapped when
brought alongside in the riding tests of those officers of the mounted
branch and mounted officers of Toot troops who practically live out of
doors and in the saddle for hours each day. eraw have, however
one excellent trait—confidence in their make-up to stand the wwwmwc&
strain.  In my opinion it is not a particularly severe test for an
officer in good health, no matter what his age i1s. However, I thin
that an officer of 62 years of age should be excused from such test if
he so desires or manifests an unwillingness to subject himself to the
ordeal. Therefore, it is recommended that the “ tests ” be continued
as heretofore ordered without change or modification, with the excep-
tion stated. -

XAVAJO AND RENEGADE UTE INDIANS.

In June of last year the War Department directed that an expedi-
tion consisting of not less than four troops of cavalry be sent to ex-
plore the Black Mountrin region of the Navajo Reservation; also
with the view of making a report on the conditions and mode of life
of the Indians living in that little-traveled district. Troeps E, G,
II, I, K, and L of the Fifth Cavalry, with the machine-gun platoon
of that regiment, under the command of Lieut. Col. George K.
Hunter, Fifth Cavalry, left the line of the Santa Fe Railroad on the
5th of July, for the mcuvowo stated. The Black dMountain, the Car-
riso Mountain, and Navajo Mountain were explored by the troops.
The country in the vieinity of the four-cornered section of [ftah,
Colorado, JArizona, and New Mexico was quite well explored. .\ num-
ber of talks were had by the commanding officer of the expedition
with the principal Indians in this part of the Navujo Reservation,
and effort otherwise made, by talking with well-known whites or

eople who had lived many years in that section, with the view of
enrning the attitude of the Indinns toward the whites and the Gov-
ernieent, and the general conditions giving rise to any lack of secur-
ity or unrest to the whites in this section by reason of depredations
committed, or the general tendency of the Indians in these parts to
threaten and persist in doing lawless acts. The troops traveled over
the reservation during & period of six weeks, having arrived ot Fort
Wingate on their return trip on August 25, 1908. "The information
derived as a result of the visit of Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter’s com-
mand to the Black Mountain region of the Navajo Reservation con-
vinces me that many of the reports submitted to the War Department
relative to these Indians were not founded on fact and others greatly
exaggerated. Those peopls that were.met by the troops wers friendly
and cordial, and impressed the command as being subordinate and
law-sbiding as thoss living in the more accessible parts of the reser-
vation. The white settlers interviewed confirmed this view of the
situation. ,
GARRISONED POSTS.

By recent ﬁﬂmH_Umwwéma« orders the MOmﬁ,w of Fort Apache and
TFort Huachucs, Ariz., are to b increased in strength by one battalion

of infantry, and ths post of Whipple Barracks i3 to be increased by

DEPARTMENT OF THE COLORADO., - 123

three companies of infantry. By reason of the increased strength of
Hunchuca, it is more than desirable that an increased allowance be
made to this department for the immediate repair of buildings at that
station that have been unoccupied for o considerable period of time.

At Whipple Barracks, to accommodate ‘a battalion headquarters
and the omwoﬁ.m of n battalion, additional quarters for officers should
be constructed. :

The increase of garrison in the near future at Fort Hluachuca ren-
ders the consideration of additional water supply for that post a
pressing necessity. Iven with the present strength of the garrison,
n seasons of extreme drought, which are always liable to occur in
Arizonn, the water supply is not any too abundant for the present
garrison. Plans and estimates for a new supply of water at Hua-
chuca have been ordered prepared. It is contemplated procuring the
additional supply of water from Garden Springs, i&%u are located
about 7 miles south of the post, in Garden Canyon. It is the inten-
tion to pipe water from these springs to the present post reservoir,
and inasmuch as the springs lie altogether within the reservation, and
the pipe line would be in the confines of the reservation, the plan is
constdered perfectly feasible, and its serious consideration is recom-
mended. T

Vith the new construction recently completed at Whipple Bar-
Tacks, it has become a more or less desirable station, and by reason of
the wholesomeness of ‘the climate, a particularly desirable one for
troops returning from the Philippines. The question of water sup-
ply at that station is also » pressing one. Correspondence relative to
the subject has aiready been forwarded, and I recommend early con-
sideration of the water supply at that post. I renew my recommen-
dation of last year for the construction of a storage reservoir and the

purchase of additional land. Owing to the Jocation of this post, its

climate, the small cost of supply, railrond facilities, target range and
manenver grounds in the immediate vicinity, I recommend that it be
enlarged to accommodate a regiment of infantry.

Fort Apache has been eccupled for some years past by a compara-
tively small garrison, sufficient only for the care of the post. In view
of its increased garrison, I recommend that the needs of that garrison
be considered at an early date. Both quarters for officers and enlisted
men are in need of very considerable repairs, but attention has pre-
viously been called to this fact in special correspondence. The quar-
ters for officers, in view of the increased garmson, are particular]
inadequate. The question of haul from the railroad station (Hol-
brook, Ariz.) to Apache will now become more important than it has
been heretofore. e road is bad at all times, but at certain seasons
of the year it is practically impassable. It is recommended that an
allotment be made by the department of not less than $25,000 for the
immediafe repair of this road, using Indian labor for that purpose.
There would result, an annual saving to the Government of many
thousands of dollars. )

The construction of the Moffat road westward to Salt Lake City in
the near future will prove a decided advantage to Duchesne, making
this post very much less expensive to maintain, and will bring it into

close touch with the markets of Denver and Salt Lake City. I renew-
my former recommendation that this post be garrisoned by a squadron-
“of cavalry or a battalion 0f infantry—preferably the former. It is.

i,
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124 DEPARTMENT OF THE COLORADO.

further recommended that if this post is to be continued which 1t
Sresumably 15, that an electric power lant be instalied, utilizing for
fhe purpose the POWEL of the Ui

At Fort Douglas the qu many of the bar-
racks for enlisted men ore i able repair, if
pot new construction.” It ;s presumed that new barracks for the men
will be gradually constrncted as funds become available, but attention
is invited to the fact that all of the quarters for officers, excepting
those of the commanding oflicer, should be overhauled, cellnrs con-
structed, heating plants installed, and effort made atherwise to render
the same nore modern.

In addition to the post at Duchesne, 1 recommend_that electric
lighting be installed ot Apache, Wingate, and nt Fort Douglas.

New construction work at Fort Wingnte, rendered necessary by &
recent firo ab that station, has been previously brought to the attention
of the department. _

Very yespectfally,

Eart D. THOMAS, '
, Brz'gadim‘-Genaral, . 8. Army, Commanding.
Tug Ans grANT-GENFRAL OF quE ARMY,
W ashington, D- c..
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