May 26, 1953

Col. D. M. Dunn, Cormanding Officer
¥4, Huachuca Military Reservation
F4. Huachuca, Arizona

Tear Col. Dunn:

At the suggestion of Covernor Pyls and Came and Fish Commission
Chairman Jack Mantle, resulting from Governor Pyle's telephone conversation
with you on this date, we wish to hereby apply for a lease on that portiorn
of the Huachuca Military Reservation formerly held by deed by our department,
which you are presently considering for out lease, comsisting of some 7,000
acres of grassland and 15,000 acres of mountainous terrain, lying south of
the 13,000 acrss on the reservation covered Uy a lease pending bstween the
Secretary of the Army and the Arizona Game and Fish Commissilon, file
roference SPDWM 601.1, dated February 1k, 1951. See map atitached.

This may be considered supplemental to our written request to you dated
Cetober 23, 1952, delivered to Post Engineer Col, Draper during our +Hait to
fnachmea for the purpese of arranging for a lease agreement supplemental to
the above mentioned originsl lease.

In applying for a leasz on the southern portion of Fort Huachuca we
wizh to point out our extreme intersst in again acquiring the use of this
historic area for a continming wildlife research and imvestigation progranm.
As vou know, when Fuaclmca was abandoned by the army the Arizona Game and
Fish Comrission, after considerable negotiation, acquired the area early in
19h9 for the above purpoge, Subsequently, a buffalo herd has gained
considerable attention, locally and nation wide, but our primary purpose was
not, and is not, for this purpose.

. Huachuca played an important role in the pioneering of the Southwest
not only from the standpoint of the early settler but from the early nature
explorer as well. In its early history it was host to many bilologlists. Some
of them were military officers whose curiozity led them to investigate the
flora and fauna of the couniry., Through the years since then the area has
contimied to claim the interest of nature studeots because of the varied
gpecies, both plant and animal, found in its varying habitats from rolling
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grassland to hizh, ruzzed mountain pesaks. The Huachuea Mountains eventually
becane mown as cns of the most important natural arsas of the southwest and
nationally still holds that distinction.

As land use progreaced in the early days throughout the southern part
of Arizona and the southuwe=st great changas occurred in the vezetal cover,

The grass stands wers virtually eliminnted in the desart shrub type and
vaztly altered in the higher desert grassland. The habitat of wildlife
corresmondingly changed, Those pressures of cover and forage reduction, of
hunting 2nd of humar habitation, have influenced the range and populiaticns
of our present wlldife throughout the sountbwest,

Dn Fort Huzchuca, however, military activity since 1887 has prevented
livestoclk grazing in the degrse surrounding ranges have received. Thus the
flora on the area more nearly aporoaches that of the southwest before settls-
ment by man, It follows, them, that wildlife now on the arsa find a habitat
more similar to that enjoyed by game species when their populations were more
abundant.

Today the Arizona Game and Fish fommisseion Is charged with the responsi-
bility of maintaining ard restorins the state's wildlife for present and
future gererations, This effort involves certaln specialized studies to
better understand some of the hasic problems in the management of game
amimelz and a mumber of academdcally trained w3ldlife biolgists are aaployed
for this purpose, Increased wildlife populations throughont Arizona teday
and reccznition of the necessity of sound range managesent whereln wildlife
populaiions ars concerned bear ount ths merit of this policy.

After the acquisition of Fort Huachuca in I2L9 a specialized wildlife
study was inaugurated thers for the nurmose of studying varicus phases of
gane relationships and tolerunces o habitat., Information gathered by
comparing over a period of time the reactlon of warious resident species on
the Fort lands with their reactions on lards grazed in varying intensities
off the Fort was to be used o determine the game speciesz that can be menaged
to produce a harvesiable surmlus in southerm Arizona under present land use
practices, and what management prectices emm be used on a given species e
maintain it and to produce a harvestable surplus, TFindings would be applicsble
throuzhont the southwest.

To that end the wildlifae studr projeed progressed for twe rears until the
accelerated national defense »rosram necsessitated the reactivation of Fort
Huachues and 2 curvailment oI bhe wildlife program. During the two ysars a
complets imrentory of the “machuca range was made which will serve as a
perwanent record of plant and animal species on this unicue area in the year
1950, Amtslope and wild “wrkey, formerly native to the range, wers reintro-
duced and the antelooe have already corsad to a considerable portion of ita
former range in gouthern Arizona as a result. Tuo speclies of guail, which
are thought to have heen natlve, were added to the residsnt scaled, Mearn's
and Cambel's quail to provide five different species of guail on the limited
but diversified range, A buffalo herd was established and the grzssland
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j garved as a haven for most of two other state owned herds in northern Arizona
‘, when urprecidented drought conditions necessitated removal from their howme

. ranges. A firm basis for a long tern cormarative study of the habits and

o requirenents of wildlife specles on and off the area was begun.

We are enclosing a binding of a series of reports covering the two year's
} investigation work te perait you o further evaluate the seriousness ol our
wildlife program on Huzchuca. The rreat interest in Hvachuca as a historic
#1E1ife area is evidsnced by the fact that requests Tor this book hag come
from all parte of the nation and come FPoreizn couwntries until 1t iz out of
print and a new edition iIs centermlated. We would lilte to call rour attention
particularly to the introduction and to the fact that all but two of the 19
game svecies on the cover are to be found on Tuachuca's few thousand acres.

We are enclosing also a booklet, "The Zcomomic Aspscts of Wildlife in
Arizona., Sxpenditurs comparisons are made on pases 18 and 19. The great
aesthetic and recrsational value of wildiife is generally recognized butb
few realize that erpenditures reswlting from #11d1if= play such an important
part in the econory of the state.

Tpon reactivation of the Fort in 1671 it wes fortunate that the wmilitary
command recognizad, and has contimed to recognize, the values that are certain
to come Trom the wildiife studies inengurated and have permitted some of the
program to be contimed. 42 a result i will not be dificult to reactivate o
the =ildlie rosearch investigations and it is to that end that the Arizona :
Game and Fish Commizsion and its personnel respectfully request a lease agree-
mept on the area formerly held by that agency. 02 additional importance ie

]

¥

gupplemental range for the existing buffalo herd which will permit mors
| _ adequate rotation of yrazing and much hetter land use practices.

. " In closing we.-mizht point cut that during the two year temre of the
' Fort by the Arizona Game and Fish Commission considerable land improvement
york wag accomplished in the form of completely fencing ths reservation, over
half with pags wire, additional watering facilities, cross fences, pastures,
largs corrals and the repair and meintenance of five duellings subsequently
used by military psrsomnel. Ve are orepared to initiate at once throuzh a
Pittman- Wobertoon Tich and ¥ildlife Service project additiocal land improvenent
facilitiass sach ag welle, earthsn tanks, fencing and any othar developments
wrere needad. Thould the army wich, we weunld be glad to initiate amy
reasmonable land nenagemen® progran you might recommend on the balanca of the
p1d military reservation arza still held by desd by the State of Arizona and
oz trne more recently acquired artillery range including developament work
needed, sspecially fencing, to improve the hizhly overzrazed artillery rangs
to the northeast, , .

2

Thanic wou for your consideration,

Yeory truly yours,

A. 4. Yoder, Dirsctor
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