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I reply refar tor AGD
Fort Huachuca Nilitary
Regervation and Fort
Tusichuca Artillery Range

Arizona

Honorabls Louis 4. Johnson
Seéretary of Defanse
Washington 25, D. C.

Dent Mr. Jogpaon:

Reference 1s made to the certification by tha Secratary of the
Army, dated December 3, 1949, by which it was certified that portions of
Fort Huachuca Military Reservation and Fort Huachuca Artillery Rangs,
Arizona, are sultable and necessary for the tralning and maintaining of
civilian components of the Armed Forces, which certification was made in
pursuance of the provisions of Public Law 829, 80th Consreas,

Pursuant to the authority contained in Surplus Property Aet of
1944, as mmended, more particularly by Publis Law 829, 80th Congress, the
Wirr Assets Administration conveyed to the State of Arizoma for the purposes
of maintaining and training civilian components of the Armed Forces, por-
tions of the above named installations by quitolaim deed dated March 2,
1949.

It now appears that included in the perimetar deseription of the
tha 3tats of Arizona, but with respect to which ths Dapartment of the Avmy
had a right of use and occupation in accordance with an oral understanding
previously mede with the Governor of the State, It was this right of ¢
possession which the Army had previously declared to War Assets Administra-
tion and which, by the above-mentloned desd, was intended to be quitclaimed
to the State of Arizona,

However, the deed as drawn, is ambiguous in that it fails to
oxpress such intent. It further appears that in connection with a portion
of the Military Reservation which was intended to be conveyed, some errors
in the dsscription ocourred with the result that no portion of the lands
within the Milltary Reservation was effectively conveyed to ths State of
Arizona, '

By Correctlon Declaration dated August 14, 1949, the Department
of the Army furnished this Administration with a Revised Oertificats of
Decontamination by which 1t appears that portions of the property involved
1s contaminated and is recommended by the Office of the Chief of Engineers
as pafe for surface use only, It appears necessary, thersfors, that a
corraction deed bs executed, delivered to the State of Arizona and recorded
which will correoct the above-mentioned defects.

By mection 203 (k) (2) (D) of Public Law 152, 8lst Nongress, the
Secretary of Defense is authorized and directed, in the case of property
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transferred pursuant to the abova-mentioned laxa and for the purposes
hereinbelore indicated, "to raform, correct or amend any such instrument
by the exscution of a corrective, reformative or amendatory instrument
where necessary to correct such instrument or to conform such transfer
to the raquirements of applicable law.® Adccordingly, it ias our opinion
that such correction desd as is necessary in the instant matter must be
executed by you. =

¥e have preparsd for exscution a oroposed deed which we baliaeve
will be adequate 1o corrsct the deficlencles abovm noted, ani we recommend
that 1t be 8o axecuted. The orlzinal and three coples tharcof are en-
cloged herawith,

For yowr further information, you are advised that a repressnta-
tive of the San Franclsco Reglonal Office of War Assets conferred with .
the Governor, ths Attornsy General and ths Land Commissioner of the State of
Arizona, and they have indicated their desire to accept a correction deed
substantially in accord with the enclosed instrument,

Senator Carl Hayden of Arizopa has exhibited a personal
interest in effecting & correction to thes above-mantioned deed of March 2,
1949, and a copy of this lettsr 1s being furnished him for his information.
We shall bs very happy to furnish you with any and all in-
formation you may require in order that the execution of the attached
correaction deed may be expedited, ,

Sincerely yours,

(8igned) jreg LARSON

Enclosuras ' JESS LARSON

Asrabove Administrator
noted
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