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Fert Huachuca, established in 1877 te protect esrly settlers, plays 2
major role in #ie national defense program as the home of the Strategic
Communications Command (STRATCOM), a major field cémmand serving as the
single manager directly controlling the krmy portion of the global Defense

Communications System (DCS) under the Defense Communications Agengy. |

located in the southeasters cornar of Arizcna, the fort is 12-air
miles from tﬁe Mexican border. It is situated at the fost of thc celerful
Huachuca (Thunder in Indian translatien) Mountains &t an altitude of about
L,900 feet tnd,'uifh its outlying test and training n{eas, covers an area
appraximately 113,000 acres. The fort is 70 miles Boutheast of Tucson and
30 miles southwest of Tembstone.

From 1917 until 1947, the fort was used as & training post. Two Infantry
Divisioms, the 92nd and the 93rd, trained here during World War II. Prior
to that time cavalry units operated from the pbét and Fort Huaciuca was one
of a series of outposts using the heliograph (mirror signal system) for
commmnications. |

At the end of World War II, the installation was closed (1947) and .
turned over to the state of Arizana. The fort was reopened in.lpril,

1951, during the Korean War, and was again closed in December, 1953.
Fort Huachuca was reactivated in February, 1954, as headquartsrs for the

Army FElectronic Proving Ground(AEPG).
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PRESENT DAY ACTIVITIES

As the home of STRATCOM, the fort serves as headguarters for about
50,000 personnel around the world., STRATCOM was first established in
March, 196L, and in July, 1967, took over the post. STRATCOM is responsibls
to the Army's Chief of itaff.

STRATCOM delegates area control to subcommands in various sections of
the giobe. STBATCOM ergincers install and mainta¥n communications systems
and eguipment of all types, chiefly large fixed-staticn transmitters and
relays, utiliiing radio, telephone, teletype, data, facsimile and TV,

Much use is made of radio relay mechanisms such as tropospheric scatter
and satellite communications. The systems are highly sophisticated for
rapid,"responsivc heavy-duty work. They are often 'secursd'---snciphered or
srrambled---to protect against interception ani intellige-ce. |

Systems include Automatic Véicc Network (AUTOVON), Automatic Digit:l
thworKZ(AUTODIN) and Integrated Wideband Communicaticns Syst=ns (TVCS).

STRATCOM also provides transportable commnicatiorns facilities for
quick installation in emergency anywhere in the world. It maintains a large
troop unit, the 11th Signal Group, based at Fort Huach.ica, thst pr-vides

this stand-by service.
U, 5. ARMY GARRISOH

The post!s "houseksepirg" du*‘es zrs handled Ty the U, S. Army Garrissn
(USAG). Zuch crtivities as the engineers, motor,ools, utilitiss, military
police, maintenance of ths 1,800 sets of military 7juarters and troop
facilities, are the responsibility of USAC. The financa scctiéh aznd
military and civilian persornel offices also ar: coordinatad by the USAG

headquarters.
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U. S. ARMY ELECTRONIC PROVING GROUND (USAEPG)

USAEPG was established hors in 1954, Until July, 2947, it was the main

headquarters of the post., Tt's mission is to test and evaluzte elnctronic

equipment and systems;;to provide guidance to agencies developing these

products; to assist in the preparation of maintenance packages and to provide

facilities to test these prodcuts.

CTHER TENANT ORGANTIZATIONS

There are severa1~5th Army units on post. The largest is the Combst

Jurveillance School /Electronic Ysrfars School—Training Center. Thn crganization

is broken dowm intc +hrse parts, the C35, EWS, and ths 1st Training Brigade,

In CSS various electronic and phetsgraphic surveillenss classes are taught,

“he E.7 nrasents courses i the maintsnance sz-od ci~ration of slectronie

warfare gguipmest. The brigade is rrimarily a threes-t 423450 ynit that

teaches nine advance s5kills to basic training graduatss, These zra the

“ireman's Course; ‘hecled Vehizle Mecharics Course; Radio Operators Course;

and three types of personnel schools.

Other 6th Afmy organizations are the Dental Service Unit and the
Raymond W. Bliss Army Hospital.

Smaller units include the Meteoroleogical Support Activity; U, s, Armzr

Security Agency Test & Evaluation'COmmand; and the Aresaz Freques~y "oasrdinzter

under the Chief of Communications—Elcctronics, Depertment of the Army,

There are also liaison officers sssigned hers from Great Britzin, Grrmany,

Canada, and the Marine Corps.

USFH-00001573



‘ " FACT SHEET
OTHER FACTLITTES

There are two major test areas in use by AEPG:

The Surveillance Jystem Test Facility is a 300-mile, full-instrumented
range, extending from Ft. Huachuca to Yuma, Ariz., used for testing
airborne electronic systems.

The Electromagnetic “nvironmental Test Facility is a large, outdoor
field laboratory located near Gila Bend, Arinz., in which elsctroniz devices
or systems are tested for ability to operate in s typical battlefisld
enviromment,

There is also Libby Army Air Field which gained some fame as "(olfax
Field" in the motion picture "Captain Newman, M. D.", filmed here saveral
years ago. Libby Field provides aircraft for airborne testing by USAEPC

and other support missions of all the units on post.

N
TMPACT ON LOCAL ECONOMY

Ft. Huachuca's qoﬁtribution'to Arizona'é economy has been substantial
since 195). Close to %52 million has been spent in the construction of
barracks, family housing, Grecly Hall (main headquartérs building), Barnes
Field House (sports center including indoor swimming pool), two schools,
and permanent test facilities.

Over $L million was spend in 1966-67 in renovating the CSS-TC area
for the arrival of new troops there. The 4.5 million RWB Army Hospital
opened it doors last year and in late 1966 a new $350,000 NCO Club, La

Hacienda, was put into operation.
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Ft. Huachuca authoritics =stimate that ths current input to Arizona's
economy 1is approximated 380 million each year, of which over $h0 million is
combined military-civilian payroll.

The noonday population of the post is now (October 1968) approximately
19,000. This figure includes approximately 3,600 civilian workers, 9,500
military personnel, and about 5,000 dependerts.

More than 1,200 of the civilian workecrs on post commuté 15 to 200
miles, Fort Huachuca payrolls are a factor in the economy of nearly every

town in southeastern Arizona.
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