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Will Close Ft. Iuachuea

IJune 1 State Delegatmn Told

TS \f

¥, Huachuea and flve other
military  instadlations  are  being
shut down in an cconomy move
that I= estimated will rave 3.
000,000 in the first yvear, Sirength
of half a dozen other posts will
bre reduced.

_MAJ, MILES Reber, legislative
liaison officer for the army, In-
i formed the Arizona delegalion of
1 the deciston at a conference In the
1offire of Senator Hayden (D-Arlz).
1. An army <pokcqman sald Ft
CHuschuea is not being abandoned
anet that It would be placed back
in service H anid when Lhe arpry
program reqiitres b

*The changing needs of the

arty and the world sttuation will .
determine the exact use of the;

fort 'n the future,” he sald.

THE ARIZONA delegation sakd
it had no plans to oppose closing
ot T't. Huachuca hecause the army
had explained the six posts af-
foctad are the least essentia) to

its current mohilizatlon program.j
The army s closing those postsi

which are oneraling the faxtheqt
hrlow canacity,
Tostahlshed ‘In frontier davs, Fi.

MeFarland
Hits Closing

Ernest W. MeFarland, former
Demotcratic U. 8. senator from
Arizona, today urged the citizens
‘of Arlzona lo “communicate di-
rectly with Presldent Elsenhower

in bhlock the Inexcusable closingy.

of ¥t Huachuea”

Mcelartand sald he  contacted
?lc’:\llcnl Truman and  Secretary
of the Army Frank Pace last
year when closing of lhe historle
fort was tentatively announced
and obtained firm assurances that
it would be kept as a permanent
mititary installation.

“I's not cconomy te spend
milfans of dollars and then flush
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WASHINGTON—-(AP)—Arwona s historic Ft. Huachuca
will be closed June 1, the state’s congressional delegation
vzas advised yesterday by the army. A

The post, in Cochise county, near the Mexican border,
will be maintained on a stand-by basis only.

Jiuachuca for many years was one
of the major mititary {nstaltations
along the Mexican border. 1t was
preatly expanded In World War
I ag a troop tralning center.
After cessation of hosUiiities 1t
was closed, and then was e
apened as a training site for avia-
tion englneer tronps.
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:;:l’ubLic Lease
“Plan cad} ed
Lior, [,h{qc Hica

Nem‘y 25 per eent pf the Hnnan

acre Ft. Huachuea rveservation
will be made availahle for leas.
ing to privale fnterests after ls
return to an Inactlve status, sixth
army headquarters announced to-
day.
" Inltlal word came from L. Gen,
J. M. Swing, commander at San
Francisco, and details were given
by Col. David M. Dunne at Fi.
Huachuca.

DUNNE SAID leascs undoubt-
"edly will go to grazing Interests

jecause of - the reservation's

bundant grass stands and water.

e sald the fort is expected to go
on a stand-by basls “In the near
future” and that leases will be
rigned for temporary private use
in the meantime. ’

A land utllizatlon and manage-
ment survey s being conducted
to determine which povtions of
the reservations may bhe leased.
Upoh completion of the survey,
the Phoenix suboifice of the army
corps of enginecrs will advertise
for competitive hids.

Leasing will be on a compet}-
tive basis, in accordance with
“good land management prac-
tices,” the sixth army sald,

Following are conslderalions
excluding nearly 75 per cent of
the arca:

i. Protectlon and utilizatien
of the natural rcsources of the
reservation,

2. The prazlng pregmrams of
he Arvizana state gome and lich

commission, which keeps the Arl-
zona buffalo herds. '

% " Avcas uged by the Arlzona
national guard.

4. Other leased Arizona slate
Jand.

3. The post proper, Including
bulldings and grounds,

Dunne sald exact dafe of deac-
tivation has not been announced.
When placed on a stand by basis,
a cadre of military pcrsonnel will
be stationed at the post to super-
vlse care and upkeep.

Of 350 clvilian personnel, 250
will be released in the near future.
The remainder will be kept for
mnlntcnance work.

it down the draln” McFarland
declared. He attribuled the clos,
LIng te “gredt pressures broughtft
on Hm administration hy Califor.

viees whe want these troops at
ool
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