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fHonorable Pranlk Pacsy Jrs
searotary of tho Amy

The Ponbagon
washingtony DeCe
Dear Fronki . | :
You wers in Purops at the time of mg doporturo Ironm
washinmton bub I was 8o greatly concernaed asboub the Ifubture

of Yort Humchnca thab, nhorclzoberoro laaving, I asled
e Dondobaan t0 10 me coms %o the Pentagon o tall with
him ond his mtlitavs advisorss On Augush 26 I received
a lottor from hiz which conteinod a orumd of comford by
e 8 an somireancs thod the $5,900,000 expended in tiw
rehebilitation of Fort Mancimiea so & result of the irtdin
:g&g&bm would not be entirsly wosted besauss at this

3 . X ; R 4 . N .

‘ "rhare ia no plen to devlere this

fanility surplus to tha requirementa of

tha Arayy mid 18 will be rotalned fop

possidle fubure use.

In the fore p:&rﬁ of thw lotter the Aoting Searetary
oxplained that by this fall thore will be no need fop

training additional aviation pngmu-ur apocinl units ab

Port nuaa’mm vm:\d thad

"Dmln% the interimy the Departmont of

thn will oontinue to survey 1lts requirgs

meribs for this ptationy oe it hos and i doing

in cotneotion with ull othor Depnrtment of the

Ay installatlons, to determine whethor other
wnits can apzmpriatbly ubilize this foclllity
conplstent with tho ‘heonsnm agonony of operatlon,”
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Sonator. Hooforland snd I have bean great mysrassod
by statesonbs glven the Arisona nesspapers by Gov ernoy
aiz our State So the offect that the Department of the Arcy
dooa not Antend to srrongs for tralning soy kind of troops
at Fort Maschues after the last of the aviatlon englineor
units have doparteds ‘o ore therefore anxioualy awol ting
word from you that a way hos boon found to ab leant fully
utilicze the oxisting facilities ab that place for training
PUIMPOOOH. ;

T have yobt to tollr with any officer who was ab
time in conuand ab Ford Huactmea who did not that thore

19 no plase in the United states botbor sulted the

of gmtm‘trma at ol) gonnons of the yoor amd
for ovedy gga of training shitoh thoy ney de prequlred to
recolves Tho ciilef Gifficulty, as 1 soo 1ty La thab Fort
Mutohiuon hen been a thousand or more sdlea awsy from tho

- seab of vomannd, {irat of tho Zighth Corig Arom ot Port
*bh

Sem Houston, Toxas, and lator of the 5% Armyy Y% Son
Pranelseoy Califomnias The Corownding Oenerad and the
martbors of his ftaff do not fall to neo ths noed Lfor devole
opricity-lbhin conveniont dlatances fron tholr hwodqunrters
to tho dlsadvantars of mors distant places wvhilch havo
gopater natural sdvancngeds

This brings mo O a requent that you sdviss me ag to
ths ocorpootoosa of the following information which hos oo
to mey .

Plraty, that in 1950 a decision wns reachod b{ tim
Nepretzmnt of the Arey that Pord Huachusce should Lo rohtsw
bilitsted to such an extent that an Infantry Divislon could
ho tralned thore snd that Oensral Yedemeyer, 1ln sccordance
with instouetlionns, prepared plons which provided for tho
expenviiture of o tontely 60 million dollara at Fort

- Duaehnos Wy X7%he

Secondy o a day late in 1951 or esrly in 1952 a ralle
road train of soldloers arrived at HHereford, Arimonn, orroule
o Tort Tomchuaosa but, after o delsy of abonb olght houarn,
vy aent on (o Canp Ord, callfoming and that on the Lol lowe
ing dey anothor tradnload of moldicrs Intended for Fort
foashuca was diverted at El Pasoy Texas, smd pend to Cemp (rds

Thipd, thab ths funds orlginally sarmarired for ecxpens
diture at Fort Huschooa wore transforrod to Camp Gind, thob
oo tho Bixth Aoy Teasing Deyter fon Infentry nste0d.

e tho &1 ey T Centor for infantry inatoad
of Pory Muachuone [ =
|
3
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1€ you should rind that the development of Fort Muncluca
wags abandonsd in Lovor of Ford Ord I would appreciato a sotatoee
mend ag to vhwther this chanpe wna mado on advice rocelved
by your Departoont fron the Sixth Amy Tondquarterse I would
nlno 1ike to imow shothor gonasldoratlon wan given o tho faot
that Fort Ord %a loocatod in en area which 1z ruch nore oxposed
o ntomie bomd attemok than Foprt uachicfa

I hope that you wnmurdau the leongth of this labber
ad nppare you that 1t wvould not have been written except

that thae sub joot mattor i one of groat concern to the people
on whone behalf I have tho duty to nake thorze reprezentatlons,
It 13 noodloss to soy that I trust thoet it will be punsidlo
for you %o give dofinite assurances which will In some measuro
bo satlafaotory to thoems

Witk beat regards, I remalin,

Yours very aincorelyy

darl Ttagdon
United States Jenator
TeBe 1 shnll be greantly obliged if will sord Bo & of

tho addross that you delivered at the meoting of the oan
Bar Assoclaticn in 8m Fransisco on Septerber lHa :

18358 X |
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