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WHERRY HOUSING -- FORT HUACHUCA, ARIZONA
L
The Secretary of Defense, on B8 October 1954 §o) r4:ggﬂa

500-unit Wherry housing project at Fort Huachuca, Arizona.

The Department of the Army will losue a development
directive to th= Chisf of Encinccrst vho uill then dirset
the South Pacific Englncer, 1:0 Juvtter Utroet, San Prauninen,
California, to develop the projcct.

The project will be designec by an architect-engineer under
contract to the Corps of Engineers. The project will be
advertised and the lowest acceptable bidder to the Federal
Housing Administration will be selected.

The Department of the Army ectimates thot it will be
approximately HMay 1955 before the projcet is ready for
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1 ) ° P : : P Although faced with an acute housing shortage, the
i e r r n ,f s ' ‘ ‘ HE t Hluothuqa military installation may find some reliet|
] ¢ |in a 100-unit project by Tucson builders that starts con-|,
: : K . N R | struction Monday. o
° . . ' Fred Busby, of th i .
s y, of the Busby & Carroll Co \
: . ; r|said today thelr Garden cznyony - L U
{ ' R !' development in Fry—at the main inoe gtart. holsing famith " E
§ By LESTER N. INSKEEP — . 9 i mgmm:l the H“'] chuca electronie 1955 . i
' ¥ ) . L 5
i Staft Correspondent ' . | sweek ag“ﬁ:; gxp:::il ;'i:n,:::t Bullder Busby sald that Lenz
i FT. HUACHUCA, Oct. . — El ifas 1,500 homes. ® TMA0Y |ner predicted " mintmum of 1,000
|| Despite Monday’s approval of 500 o i Busby said Installation of a outside homes are going to bell
| rental units under the Wherry ; 1] $30.000 water system for the comn- | peeded in the next three to four
Ihousing inw, this electronics e munity is under way now, streets [years.” And Jack Duran, civills ‘
3| proving ground sthl faces serk| i -y are being cut in and the firm |y :“ -
1 ous housing shortage for which o hopes to bave its first 100 houses ng director, eaid. “Based on |l
I no permanent.solutiory has a3 yet 3 i tinished by the first of the year, | the probable military and civillan H
*| been found. S0 - i ] A HOUSING. shortage -at the [personnel with familtes, we'll need :
.1 In fact, the Wherry units, even B fort s a key problem, despite|1,500 homes when the base is at H
"Isf ready for eccupancy at this by ) ‘Pgm\"‘ recently of a 500-unit i maximum itrength.” :
time. wouid do little more than T3 1 w ‘housing project. The In| pusny PREDICT
([ meet one-fourth of the meed for stallation is expected to reach af . CTED that, when
/I housing for military -and civillan |strength of 9,500 military and ei- the first 100 homes his firm is|°
rmonme! assigned to this recent- 39lltan personnel by next July 1—|bullding are compieted, they will |3
}y reactivated base i the south ‘{making it the second Jargest cen- g0 right on bullding 50 more on !

ern part of Arirona. b0
Total personne! on the base~}
military and civillan —is sched-
uied to reach 9,500 by next July
1, making it one of the Isrgest
miliary installations in

ter of uiation In S
e pop #outher® ATh |1he present tract. (The first 100

| Commanding officer, Gen, Emil have been sold, and will be oc-
: D[.;l;;ne%v]}:a: welcomed approvat |cupled immediately on comple-|
p e erry program. but has {tion. The remal

| been slightly dissatisfied with the | gy gales rosress.n?er v e bl
| deloys before the project will get L
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Arizone
and potentially the jargest center
of populstion In Cochige county.

Gen. Emll Lensner; command.
ant, has just returned from Wash-
fngton _in connectlon with the
housing problem. .

He welcomed approval of the
‘Wherry project, under which one
or more firms will construct and
operate rental units on the base,
but sald he Is concerned over the
fact that it may be g late as
1856 before any =re ready.-for
oceupancy. s b

In an effort to speed up the
project and to save an estimated
$40,000 to $60,000 in aichitectural
services, General Lenzner said he
recommeanded that the plans used
in, construction of the Bavis
Monthan air force base Wherry

housing project be adopted. for.
use here. . JiRTEIow R
- *puring Infornal conversations
in Washington, I got from one
source the jnformation that 3t
may iake one year from ihe time
the first shovel of earth Is turned
before the first unit wil! be ready
for occupancy,” he sald

“] was a litle annoyed by this
information, because I had ab
ready recommended use of the
Davie-Monthan plans, and- our
need is very great” B0

Information released at the
time approval of the Wherry
housing for Fi. Huacbhuca was an-
nounced, was that bids tould not
be calied befors next May 1.

The general sald approximatety
three months in time and be-
tween $40,000 and $60,000 In cost
could be saved by using the Davis
Monthan plans. -

Ft. Huachuea’s billeting officer
estimated that about 2,000 fami-
Hes—clvillan and mllitary — cur-
rently lve off of the hase. Gen-
eral Lenzner sald that figure
sounded “a litile high,” but that
it could not be far off.

Some of thete famllies, he ex-
plained, live as far away as Tuc-
son. In fact, two milltary buses
currently are transporting an
average of 47 people dally be
tween the fort and Tucson. «

| elseghere, but polnted omt that

4 tary personnel showed 3800 en-.

quired to pay a round-idp fare
of $1 to help defray cost of th
tnnsgortzﬂon. 2
o A thln\Bbu: makes a round-tr}
dally to Benson. | 05 .t
7 The reason it fx difficult to de-
termine the exact housing need
is that,gome of the civiBan em-
ployes, such as plumbers, elec
tricians, and other skilled labor- .
ers, already had homes in the .
vicinity before they were em- -
ployed. - . .
:* Also, many of those cnrnntz‘- .
eccupying bachelor quarter®bothyl: -
‘on .and .off of the base hawe fame ¥
flies who were left behimd pend- .
ing the avallability of howsing.
_General Lenzner sald he ad
visell civillans, officers, and en-
listed men tn lcave their families

PUPWIN 1

such a situation should mot be
allowed to conijnue any longer
than necessary. .. = .

" Now ‘eh\ployc;! on the kase are
045 civillans, of which &30 are”

s tadodatim

-

men and ‘315 are women. The total _ -«

of civillan employes !s ccheduled . -

to reach 1,500 by next July 1. :
The September figure for mik

Jisted men and 407 officers, but
both flgures have substantially
been Mmereased since that time.

The officlal schedule calls for
7,200 enlisted men and 800 " of-
{icers by next Jan. 3.

Thus, the total personnel, civii-
{an and military, s scheduled to
reach & peak of 9500 by the
middle of 1055. Including mem-
bers of families, the tota¥ number
of people involved wilk greatly
exceed thiz. .

General Lenzner explabmed that

i b Attt ein oo e m s 2 A

military assi ntg sme being

made under a sysiematic schedule, - B
whereas the clvillan emplsyes, In- 5
cluding highly-trained emgineers, ¢

are being reccived as quickly as

Althourh military equipment Is
nsed, cach of these people fs re

they can be quallfied umier fed-
eral civll service. 3

under way. It may not call for
bids untll May 1, 1955 and may

"We'Te irylng to estabMsh » E
community,” Busby explain d.}.
'We're taking care of immedlate}:

we can go ahead with lang-range
plans for more expensive houses.
Our mortgage limit is now $3,650.
M a community is formed, the
mortgage Hmit may go up.”
T0 DO THIS, the firm has
donated land {6r a school, he sakd,
and given money {o help start a
volunteer fire department. It has
purchased the franchise to furnish
water for the township of Fry,
and s well s now being dug for
it The contractors have 160
acres of lJand belng subdivided
and plotted now, with roora for)
400 additional homes. “And If we
need i, we have land for 1,500
houses.” .

Two other home-bullding pro-
jects are part of the Huachuca
scene, the housing directur polint- |-
-}ed out—one nerr Bisoee and an-
other four and onehalf miles
from the fort'’s main gate.

b
I P shelter needs now with $7,000 two |-
) and three-bedroom houses. and
e le hope to establish a communtty so}*
o i) . :
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