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Porv Huachuca has ned an impertant roie in the progress of
cur country at various timmes since its foundin ig-in 1377. In the early
aays t~ muesion was to confine the Apache Indians to their resarvatio
and thus ailoew the ranciiers, miner *s, and transportation lines o come
N southeastern Arizona end devel iop this area unniolested,

Todoy the progress of our country does not <depend on cava ry

trocps operating against Apzches in the Arizona mountaing, but instead
on keeping the lead in technological c‘bv“lol,mcnts, porticularly in the
ficla of electronic warfare, So it i thot Fort Huachuen, deiivered

A
to the Signel Corps of the Army in 1 254, hos agoin an outstending
position in our notionel defense 2ifort as a tesling arvea for =lectrenic
ccuipment, ' ’

Fort Huachuea zlso had a role to pl 2y in between the Apache era
and the modurn pericd of electronic testing. It trzined troops and -
developed techaiques that wers te count in the Spanish-American War
and the Philippine Insurrection arsund the turn of the century.

It Hgared 2s on2 of tho starting points for General Po "shing's
cxpeaition inte Moxioo in 1915 te hunt Poncho V iila, ond it sow

50me 0f 18 gorrison Dight pitehed baitlos with Mo 2ican irregulors

In the bord.r town of Nognles just pricr to World War I, It sceriad
28 & Lugs training M‘o"“ﬂ for infaniry troops duz "ing World Var I,
when the @3rd and 90nd Divicicns troined here, ud,OfO troops being
guartored ot one time in the Fort's barracks, and czoin from 1851 \\‘;
to 1953 when units of the Aviotion En giticers traifed hero for the
Neresn Wer, ’

Baek in the 1830's, Fort Huochuoa was an important station L
in a helicgraph nutwork extending firom one mcuntain pezk to another 1
ovur much of Arizona territory, The holiograpi, o communiention -
deviee using mirrers and sunligat to tronsmit signals, was a vory
Lmpoxrtant project of the Signai Corps in thosc days. Fort Huachuca
also had several of the first companics of machine gun troops before
World War T and wag testing Lllb weapon os 2 sort of novelty in thst
period, ‘ :

These are Fort Hunehuca highlights. Let us turn bock to the
beginning for some of the intor ‘csting details.
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In the 1870's bands of hostile, rencgade Apaches moved back and

“forth between the Sun Carlos Roservotion te the north and the Sierra Madre

mountains in Mexico to the south, raiding and mwurdering through the

Szn Pddrs veliey as they went, It was to control these Apache bands thot
Captzin Samuel M. Whitside in cominand of two trocps of the Sixta

Cave 11’} founded Cornp Huachuca March 3, 1877, in the present Old
Post area of the Fort. '

The camp site in a canyon in the Huachuca Mountains, which
ff:;\'.:- the Fort its nome, was locested on high caough greund to command
¢ San Podre valley and provided pienty of water ond wood in an
utb srwise hot, desers land, It furdwrmere proved to be so kealthful
thet Gonoreal Irvin McDowell recommonded ite becoming 2 permeancat
fort, It beceme Fort Huachues cofficially in 1882, One of the first ;
things Captain Whitside did was to crder a sawmill sct up, aad with
timbor cut irom thc mountains and canyons, he bagen buirding barracks,
stables and stcrshouses,

LA,
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One of the most important Apache campaizns in waich troops
~f the Fort participated wag the final ono against Gorenbmu, Coptain
(iatcr General) W, H. Lawton wes pat into the [eld to run down
Geronimo's bond.  Leonord Viood, thoen Centroct Surgesn cssigned to
the Fort who loter becwme very prooainent 2s Governor-Generel of

the Philipmines, voluntzered for scrvice with the tr;:ops and wor the

Congressional Modod of Honor for services in this comgpaign,
Eventually La‘ scn and Viood induced Geronimo to come to-Skeleton
a_n} on noar oouglics, wihere he surrendered on Septemaber &, 1886,

Q

~ This practically sut on end to Indian troubles in Arizone, and
the years begon to roll cround more quicily ot Forl Huschuea, Panche
Villz raided Coinmbus, Now Siexier, io 1916, and the Punitive Expedition
anacy Povc-‘*m"', wiih cavelry end infontry uniuvs irom Fort Hocchuea,
spent merrtns in hoxiceo frying o find pvini.  Boyd Sircet, Adair Street,
oandG Winrow Rezg cn the Fort still commocimorale 2 coptain, a licutonant,
anG o oscrgeont Killed inaction in Moxdeo

<rld War I br-ught more exeitomont in the form of thrects of
Mexizan collab:r:uon with the Germizn government,  How mach
colleboration hos never boen proved, but o scevers pitched battle was
Irught by troups from Fort Hunchuco stationed in Nognles cgainst
Mexicans entrencacd in the houscs in their section of the border city.
The ight fnished in iis sceond day on terms of the U, 8. Troeps, -
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and nsthing much came of it,  Fort Huachuea was considerced to be an
important defense on the Moxican border, and except for furnishing o
few cadres of troeps for Europe, the 10t Cavoiry remained in garrison
trere all during the war,

After the Armistice in 1918, the Post went through 2 long period
of routinc garrison life. A building progrom was instituied in the 1920's
and the present Post Headguarters, the quarters clong Henry Circle, and
the barrecks buildings north of the old parade ground ware constructed.
Later, in tho 1930's, the "Million Dollar Barracks' and other buildings
woere added in o WPA building program.

Although many millions of dollers worth of additional buildings
were built at the Fort during Worid War 11, and it had become o large
military rescervation, in 1847 it was declared surplus and was closed.
M:;uy buildings and much cquipment wos seld and moved off the
reservation under the War Aszats Administrotion. This deaetivation
also resulted in the finzl dishending of ¢ U. S. Ariny uunit, the Indian
Scouts,  The Scouts, which had come into existonce under the direction
of Brigadicr General George Crook in the days of the Indian fighiing,
were | stationed at many Army posts in Arizeno until tho posts, onc by
cn, were dishanded,  The last company of thom was stationed ot Fort
Huachucz, and cight of them remained on Juty to pass in finnl roview

ans bo retvifed whon Fort Huachuca ciosed.

Aftor the Fort 3ad hed anether brief ravival as a treining ground
for Aviztion Engincers ‘rom 1051 to 1653, it 2gain woent on 2n inactive.
status,  There were civilion plons o convert it into o low rent
residentinl arca for o1d folks, o moke it tho Arizona State Corrcctional
mome for Boys, to turn it over to the University of Avizann as an
cgriculture range, Or to turn it over to the Avizona Fisk and Game

Cominission,

Kone of these plans materialized, and then, qiu't:: s unexpected
as any olner ovent in its history, Fort Huachucs was remctivoated in
Fobruaery 1954, as ihe zite of the U, 8. Armj’ rleetronie Proving Ground.
The activitics of the Electronic Werfare Center, furmoerly carricd on
ot Ilort Monmouth, New Jerscy, wers transferrod here.  Today, Fort
Huachuca provides the feeilitics, engincers, and monpower for testing
ond eveluoting the thousands of new clecetronic devices with which futurs
Asuericon armics will be cquipped, The Post is now engeged in testing
teievision for battlericid surveillance, infra-red dotectiom devices,
pilotless airplancs (drencs) also for battleficid photsgrazmhy‘




) A lorgs teportment us devotod o electronic worfare, which
is the nzine given te sysiems f';'vr janmming zn "ncmv’s clec ronic
cquipment, Another cxcp,.ru.lcm of the Feort is engoeed in developing
lhe use i emel! planes and Lelicopiers 1:1 "m;,;c:«ll suppart of troops.
A now clectrinic environmental testing Zocilify is soon to be
Ce n:slruc.‘cu which will test the rpervalion '.'f A1 kinds of clectronic
devicis when they are used in conjunction with cne wnosther,

The lereest cutomatic data procussing machine which the Army
c3 ig being “'mstruc“’-o on the Fort, ond will he I):.:usofl in the

ncw Teehnical Building which is ebout ready for cecupency.  In addition,
to all these furegoing operations of the Fort there is a2 mctaorolﬂgw-

department wwhich makes exiensive studies of weather inormetion as
it allcots the operation »f clectronic popipmant, '

As the yezrs have pessed by, Fort Siuechuen's arce has g:rown
aradually to the 1:-1:1ce where it now comprises over 76, 000 acres,
There zro neswy over 7, 60% civilians and milltary g-,i‘s\ nnel m,:mmfr
cosipmuent end Lifices. At an elevetion of between 4,500 and 5,090 fzot,
the Fort olfers an invigoraling climate of worm svrmmer days and
maderately corl winters, with ocergional fv:st ond snow, Fert
Huachues has broght aboui o phionemonn] growth in the surrcund mO'
aren, The close :t community, Sierra Vista, hos grown {rom o
goneral store and servicd stolion to o busy communily with ¢ _;ul_i:r-
maorkeis, ¢ 1J911J1?c stores and drive-in theaters., Recontly, cnother

LOW CONIUnILY, d:Huachuca City, hos boon Incorporated.
Crhlr thon theso e manunitics, the noerest towns zre Tombstone,

oy N

L u‘ubS awny; Bishoeo, 40 miiles; Nogeles, 60 miles; and Tueson,
90 nulu
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