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There are enclosed a copy of a letter of Jamary 9 from the
Arigzona Gams and Fish Commission to me relating to the Comj;asiou's
desire to purchase certain of the land located at Fort Huachuoa,
Arizona, and a copy of the map wiich accompanied it. Since the
Senate Conourrent lesolution 3L of July 16, 1947 requested Iths
Seoretary of Var and the Secretary of the Navy, acting jointly,
and the ¥ar Assets Administrator, acting individually*to report
matters of this kind to the Committses on Armed Serviceg of the
Senate and House of Representatives, I am snclosing the
material for action by youl
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ARTZONA GAME & FIsy
COMMISSIOon
, ARIZONA STATE BUILDING
Wi PHOMNIX, ARIZONA
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DEPARTMENT O

January 9, 1948

The Honorable J. A. Krug
Secretary, Department of Interior
Washington, D, C.

My Dear Mr. Krug:

The Arizona Game and Fish Commissien, Phoenix, Arizona,
harsby makes a formal application to purchase at fair market value,
approximately twenty-four thousand {24,000) acres of range land,
located at Fort Ruachuca,’ rizona, more thoroughly described on
the attached map.

The Commissicn is empowered by law to aoquire lands
for the preservatim and study of wildlife, and it is the nlti-
wate objective of the Commission to devote the area to this end.

. The area is peculiarly adapted to swoh purposes insa—
mach as it offers the following advéntages;

1. Relatively high proauctivity. )
2. Varied life sones from 4000 to 8500 feet slevation,

3. Environmental conditiong suited to many kinds of birds
and animals.

4. Organio natural resources probably as little used
or abused by man as any to be found within the state.

5. The most southerly posaible and wildlife range of
its type in the United States.

In view of the above qualifications for the purpoéea
intended, its eequisition for such use, would greatly augment
the Commissionts program of the study of wilalife.

In line with the war Dopartment1s policy of preparedness
in the event of a national émergency, this land would be readily
available for conversion to its formar war-time uss.
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pevelopment snd wses of the site, if acquired by the
Commission would include:

1. Sclentific investigation of wildlife species.

2. Restoration of historically present birds or
animals if no longer there.

3, Development ofcptimun game populations.
4. Cropping of animal surplus by public hunting.
5, Vegetative md range management studies.

6. pstablishment of & herd of buffalo on the
lower grass range. .

7. Possible establishment of game and/or fish
hatchery to serve southem Arizona.

8. Designation of adequate public recreational
grounds within the area.

ormithologists and mammaloglsts have long been

jnterested in this range land, because of its many and varied
game and non-game speoles, many of which have rarely been seen
elsewnere in the United States.
i . The area would, of course, be open to all federal,
r atate and private agenciea for sclentific investigation and any

other purpeses not in conflict with the statet's management of
the wildlife the reou.

The Commisaion fesls thut its proposed use iz of

The Commission is also desirous of purchasing any
remaining land, not awarded to any other state agency-.

Your consideraticn of your application’ to purchase
this land &t fair market valus will be greatly appreciated by
this Commission, and the citizens of the Stateol Arizona.

Very truly yours,

/8/ H. L. Reid
#.L. RBID

State Game and Fish Dirsctor

greater importance than any other suggested plan for utilization.
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