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Lake Powell and Lake Mead Operational Table
Operational Tiers for Water/Calendar Year 2016 Determined from Reclamation’s August 2015 24-Month Study 
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Potential For Shortages

• The 2015 water year release was 9.0 MAF from 
Lake Powell 

• Water Year 2016 release from Lake Powell will be 
8.23 MAF with an anticipated adjustment in April 
to 9.0 MAF 

• 0% probability of Tier 1 shortage in the Lower 
Basin in 2016 (based the 9.0 MAF release in 
water year 2015)

• 18% probability of Tier 1 shortage in the Lower 
Basin in 2017 (with 9.0 MAF release in water year 
2016)

Based on Reclamation’s August 2015 Colorado 
River modeling.
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PROBABILITIES OF LOWER BASIN 
SHORTAGE

From Bureau of Reclamation August 2015 Colorado River modeling 
projections for 2016 through 2020.

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Probability of any level of 
shortage (Mead ≤ 1,075 ft.)

0 18 52 65 59

1st level shortage (Mead ≤ 1,075 
and ≥1,050 ft)

0 18 42 47 35

2nd level shortage (Mead <1,050 
and ≥1,025 ft)

0 0 10 14 18

3rd level shortage (Mead <1,025) 0 0 0 4 7



Source: United States Bureau of Reclamation

1,068.90 Feet



Colorado River Basin
Water Supply Outlook

Lake Powell

Lake Mead

Total Reservoir System Contents:

30.12 MAF or 51%

(As of November 8, 2015)

Total Reservoir System Contents 
Last Year:

29.90 MAF or 50%

This is a change of + 0.22 MAF

Source: United States Bureau of Reclamation



LAKE POWELL
Capacity – 24.5 MAF
11/08/2015 – 51% full
Contents 12.37 MAF
Elevation – 3,606.35

Glen Canyon 
Dam

Page

Colorado River Basin
Water Supply Outlook

Source: United States Bureau of Reclamation



LAKE MEAD
Capacity - 26 MAF
11/08/2015 - 38% full
Contents – 9.94 MAF
Elevation – 1,079.14’

Hoover Dam

Las Vegas

Colorado River Basin
Water Supply Outlook

Source: United States Bureau of Reclamation



Questions?
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