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2015 Fire Season

Arizona State Forestry

• 2015 Statewide area burned all jurisdictions : 158,493 Acres

• 2015 Statewide number of fires: 1,543 Fires

• 2014 Statewide area burned: 183,406 Acres

• 2014 Statewide number of Fires: 1,541 Fires

• 10 year average acres (2005-2014): 317,781 Acres

• 10 year average fires (2005-2014): 2,144 Fires



2015 Fire Season Large Fires
100+ Acres
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From May 20, 2015, the Oak Tree Incident (2,023 acres burned) to
September 29, 2015, the Potato Patch Incident (650 acres burned)

There were:

• 34 fires of more than 100 acres.

• 23 fires of greater than 1,000 acres.

• 2 fires of greater than 10,000 acres.



2015 Fire Season Large Fires
Kearny River
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Date of Origin: June 17, 2015

Cause: Under Investigation

Size: 1,428 Acres

Fuels Involved: River bottom, Salt cedar



2015 Fire Season Large Fires
Willow Fire

Arizona State Forestry

Date of Origin: August 8, 2015

Cause: Under Investigation

Size: 6,780 Acres

Fuels Involved: Salt cedar, mesquite, willow, brush, grass



• Drought

• Fine Fuel Condition

• Seasonal Temperature and Precipitation

• Spring and Early Summer Weather

• Monsoon

Factors Affecting Fire Potential
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Fine Fuels: Potential for Fires in 2016
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• Above average rainfall means an abundance of continuous fine fuels in 
general within Arizona.

• Forests, woodlands, and deserts likely to exhibit increased fuel loads in 
2016. 



Arizona’s Forests and Forests Throughout the West: 
Extreme Fire Danger Persists

“We came to a glorious forest of
lofty pines, through which we have
traveled ten miles. The country
was beautifully undulating…every
foot being covered with the finest
grass, and beautiful broad grassy
vales extending in every direction.
The forest was perfectly open and
unencumbered with brush wood,
so that the traveling was
excellent.”

E.F. Beale expedition, 1858
1901 Near Kendrick Mountain Shows Historical Spacing of Trees
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Arizona’s Forests and Forests Throughout the West: 
Extreme Fire Danger Persists
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• Under pre-settlement conditions, healthy Arizona forests consisted of 
about 50 trees per acre. 

• Today, that same acre supports up to 1,000 trees. 

• Much of that growth is small diameter trees which, due to competition 
for nutrients and water, are much less healthy, highly susceptible to 
insect infestation and disease, and have become a substantial fuel load 
for wildfires. 



Arizona State Forestry Division

Thank You

Contact information:

Jeff Whitney, State Forester
602-771-1400 Office
jeffwhitney@azsf.gov

www.azsf.gov
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mailto:scotthunt@azsf.gov
http://www.azsf.gov/
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