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 Equatorial central 
Pacific waters have 
been warming since 
March 2014

 After fluctuations, sea 
surface temperatures 
(SST) finally reached El 
Nino definition in Feb 
2015

 Strong El Nino 
conditions have 
matured and will 
persist through winter 
2015-16, though likely 
waning in spring 2016 
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November 2013: Negative 
PDO/Neutral ENSO
 Colder than normal water 

hugging U.S. West coast
 Warmer than normal water 

over North Central Pacific

October 2015: Positive 
PDO/Strengthening El Nino
 Warmer than normal water 

hugging U.S. West coast
 Colder than normal water 

over the West and Central 
Pacific



Median

KEY

Middle 
1/3  cases

Upper
1/3  cases

Lower
1/3  cases

90%tile

67%tile

33%tile

10%tile

Climate Division 95 Climate Division 96

Climate Division 98Climate Division 97









* Moderate = 0.25 inches
** Heavy = 0.50 inches









Near equal odds for above, 
below, or near normal 

temperatures

Much better odds of above 
average precipitation

Three-month averages

Shading indicates chances     
of above/below normal



Three-month averages

Shading indicates chances 
of above/below normal

Temperatures most likely 
warmer than normal

No tilt in odds for 
precipitation totals



 The outlook for winter 2015-16 indicates a better 
than 95% chance for El Nino conditions continuing 
into the Spring

 This will very likely be a strong El Nino episode with 
a gradually weakening into Spring 2016

 El Nino will be the dominant mechanism influencing 
weather patterns this winter

 These strong El Nino episodes have the most 
predictable influence for wet weather across Arizona

 Odds are decidedly shifted towards wetter than 
normal winter, though no signal exists for 
temperatures

 The 2015 summer outlook favors better chances for 
above normal temperatures, but no precipitation 
signal
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